L ang kawi

Millennium Racing (below),
party boat, Eveline (bottom left)
and winch grinding on VG Offshore
(bottom right)

R e g at ta

six yachts in Racing, five yachts
in IRC 1, six in IRC 2, five
one-design Platu sportsboats,
provided by the Malaysian
Navy, and four multihulls.
The cruising classes
comprised four in
Club Cruising,
two in
Ocean
Rover
and
five in
White
Sail.

T

he 14th
Royal Langkawi
International Regatta,
held from the 11th to the
16th of January 2016, proved
challenging for the organiser,
the Royal Langkawi Yacht
Club, the principal
race officer,
Simon James
and team, as
well as the competitors.
RLYC general manager and
regatta director, Wicky Sundram,
was perhaps most challenged of
all as his club was undergoing a
major redevelopment, expected
to be completed before the
regatta. It was some three
months behind schedule.
Fortunately the pontoon
extensions were complete for
the arrival of the Raja Muda fleet
back in November, but power
and water were only restored
days before the start of the
regatta. The new ‘Fisherman’s
Wharf’ development includes
yacht broker offices,
high-end retail and
restaurant outlets as
well Charlie’s Bar. This
bar (and restaurant) has
been expanded but,
according to several
competitors, has “lost
some of the charm
and cozy atmosphere
of the old bar” which extended
outwards over the water.
The new development also
includes hotel rooms and, while
(obviously) aimed at attracting
tourists and the superyacht
crowd, many feel it could have
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been
more traditional
Malay in styling, or more in
keeping with the old part that
has been retained.
The regatta also proved
challenging for the organising
committee and rear commodore
and regatta chair, Tunku Soraya
Dakhlan, as sponsors have been
hard to come by. However, the
Prime Minister’s Department
continued its long-standing
support, together with the
Ministry of Tourism & Culture,
the Ministry of Youth & Sports,
the State

of Kedah, Tourism Malaysia
and the Langkawi Development Authority.
In past years there have
been various award functions
at resorts around the island
including the Four Seasons,

Sheraton
and Westin. This year, it was left
to RLYC to host the opening and
closing events as well as two
late afternoon award cocktail
functions, with one day off
allowing competitors to do their
own thing.
The regatta proved equally
challenging for the RO due to the
relatively light winds on the final
two days. So light that, having
stayed out on the water till the
last minute, he was forced
to abandon racing for the
final day when it became
impossible to start a race
before the approaching
cut-off! So, it was not for
lack of trying. “We must
have gone around all 99*
islands in search of wind,”
said James. At least the
assistant race officers had
some reading material, with
several enjoying our Number 283
issue while waiting to attend to
the marks.
Likewise, conditions proved
challenging for the sailors,
with flukey conditions and wild

swings of wind angles.
Conditions had been better in
the first three days, allowing
most classes to complete
eight races in the series. The
cruising classes, however, only
completed four races — one
short to initiate a discard of their
worst result.

Day 1 Tuesday
12th January 2016
It was a beautiful morning
with barely a cloud in the sky,
winds were forecast to range
between seven and 14 knots,
easing off in the afternoon. A
total of 37 boats (2014 : 40) were
gathered in the start area when
IRC Racing started the first of
their two races on three laps of a
windward / leeward course.
Peter Ahern’s TP52, Oi!,
was back to defend its title
as winner of last year’s Prime
Minister’s Challenge Trophy,
a trophy originally presented
by the former Prime Minister
Dr Mahathir Mohamad. Past
winner, Ray Roberts, was back
on his TP52, Millennium Racing,

along with Troy Yaw’s TP52,
Ulumulu, skippered by Jeremy
Koo. They took on the big boys
like Frank Pong’s Dibley Custom
RP75, Jelik, Philip Turner’s
canting keel Reichel-Pugh
66, Alive, and Doug Pasnik’s
Andrews 70, Trader.
Unsurprisingly for a first
day, there were a few teething
problems with crew work and
Millennium Racing overshot the
bottom mark before dropping its
kite. A close encounter between
Ulumulu and Oi! saw Ulumulu
successfully protest Oi! for
the port starboard incident. Oi!
was disqualified, having initially
been credited with 2nd place.
Incidentally it was the only
protest that the international jury,
chaired by Bryan Willis, needed
to consider.

Oi! won the first race
ahead of Alive, which took line
honours in both and winning the
second race on handicap ahead
of Millennium Racing. Oi! was
elevated to 3rd as a result of
its protest.

In IRC 1, Mick
Tilden’s Beneteau 44.7, Fujin,
racked up two bullets relishing
the 12-knot breeze for which
it was rigged. Scott Bradley’s
Sydney 40, Emagine (ex-Babe),
favouring lighter winds, finished
with a 3rd and 2nd while the
Malaysian Navy’s dk47, Uranus,
finished with a 2nd and 3rd,
preferring stronger breezes.
John Kara’s Beneteau First 45,
Insanity, brought up the rear.
At the end of the day, Niels
Degenkolw’s Phoenix got off to
a great start in IRC 2 with two
bullets with Vincent Chan’s Titan
36, Mata Hari, defending his
title and finishing with two 2nds,
losing out by 16 and 20 seconds
on handicap. Greg Reynolds’
Farr 30, Foreign Affair,
placed 3rd in the first
race while Farrgo Ladies
with Dad (who kept a
low profile onboard,
helming), skippered by
Liz Schoch and six
women, placed
4th and 3rd in
the second.

Competition
The rest of the fleet was split was keen among
into seven classes comprising
the Sportsboats

with the Singapore Management
University (SMU) team finishing
the day with two bullets. The
Phuket Youth Sailing Club
Thailand finished with a 2nd and
3rd, sharing the honours with
Team RLYC.
David Liddell’s Stealth
14GT, WOW, dominated Day 1
in the Multihull class, finishing
with two bullets ahead of Bob
McIntyre’s newly-launched
Asia Catamaran Stealth,
Allegro. Grenville Fordham’s
considerably heavier 11.6m
Andaman Cabriolet, Image Asia
Nina, scored two 3rds while
the only Prout 57 built, Manta
Blu, skippered by Gerhard Pils
with Princess Soraya onboard,
brought up the rear.
Paul Auger and Astrid
Graham’s Davidson
35, Sophia,
continued
where they left off last
year, as defending champions
in Club Cruising, with line
and handicap honours in both
races. The Adams Naut 40,
Lady Bubbly, of Chris Mitchell,
finished 2nd in both and Arne
Hayn’s Dehler 34, Delite, 3rd
in both.
Winner of Ocean Rover 2
Class in 2015, the Oyster 55,
Chantique, skippered by Hakim
Klunker, continued its winning
ways taking the honours in both
races in the White Sail Class
whilst Ramasamy Menon’s
Dehler 38 CWS, VG Offshore,
finished with a 2nd and 3rd,
trading places with Gavin
Welman’s Hallberg-Rassey
53, Rascal.
Both the 1910 Bristol pilot
cutter, Eveline, skippered
by Trevor Richard, and
Henning Lenz’s Roberts
34, My Toy, were back
to fight for the spoils in
Ocean Rover with
Eveline winning
out in both
races on
the day.

Day 2 Wednesday
13th January 2016
There was a change to the
proposed plan of the race officer,
in response to a request to
remain in Kuah Harbour, rather
than heading out to the offshore
eastern courses. Needing more
time to get out there meant the
fleet would have to leave earlier.
Leaving the marina in low tide
would be difficult for some.
Conditions were promising
with winds expected to hold at
least for the morning.
Racing got underway on
schedule with Racing and IRC
1 on two laps of a windward /
leewards with the windward
mark set at 1.5nm at 70 degrees.
The remainder of the fleet was
sent on geometric courses
covering most of Kuah Harbour
with a windward mark set at
0.9nm. As predicted, the wind
picked up substantially during
the morning before easing
off again.
FH joined Menon’s VG
Offshore in White Sail on a
geometric course where friendly
banter reigned
throughout the
race between
a Singaporian
crew member and a Malaysian.
The short-handed team still did
well to finish in 2nd place but
was no match for Chantique
which again took line and
handicap honours.

Rascal seemingly misread
the course. Instead of rounding
the furthest windward mark,
it rounded Mark 1, only
realizing the error at the finish
line, when they realized their
competitors were nowhere
around. Admirably, they headed
back up the course to finish the
race. This meant, at least for Lui
Rui Lin and crew on the Amel
Maramu, Alakaluff, that for a
change they did not finish last.
It was straight into a second
windward / leeward for the
Racing and IRC 1 fleets with
Racing given another three laps.
Finally, Jelik appeared to be
— continued overleaf
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getting its usual polished act
together, almost for the first
time being ahead of Alive on the
water. It was not to last, though,
as its enormous spinnaker
disintegrated allowing Alive,
once again, to take line honours.
Handicap honours were
shared between Oi!, which won
Race 3 and came 2nd in Race
4, and Millenium Racing which
placed 2nd and 1st on handicap
respectively. Alive and Ulumulu
finished 3rd in Races 2 and 3
respectively.

Emagine was caught OCS in
its first IRC 1 start, which cost it
dearly, finishing 4th, with Fujin
taking the honours in both races.
The Russian crew from Moscow
on the Cookson 12, Megazip,

out of Vladivostok, had their
best day of the regatta with two
2nd places.
Likewise, Mata Hari turned
the screws on Phoenix, taking
two daily doubles with Foreign
Affair finishing 3rd in both. The
Farrgo Ladies with Dad team
saw their skipper’s dreams of
a podium finish for the series
evaporate with two 5th places,
while Neville Burden’s Kerr
32, Rekering Dream, and
Jeremy Camps Impala, Old
Pulteney Blue Angel, traded 4th
and 6th places.

and 31 seconds separating them
in the two races.
The RO managed to get the
Multihulls off on their second
race but in the process had to
re-raise the AP flag to shorten
the course in the hope of giving
them a finish, as the breeze
continued to
ease and
swing

widely. WOW continued to
excel with two line and handicap bullets ahead of Allegro.
Nina was again 3rd in both.

Close racing continued in the
Sportsboats with Team RLYC
Meanwhile the cruising
taking two bullets whilst the
classes,
waiting for the slower
Malaysian armed forces ATM got
boats
to
finish, ran out of wind
the better of SMU for 2nd and
managing
only one race on the
3rd in both races with just six
day. Sophia added a third
bullet to its tally in Club
Cruising with Delite and
Indulgence 2nd and
3rd respectively.

Eveline not only took
handicap honours but also
line honours ahead of the
short-handed My Toy.

Closing ceremony
fireworks (left),
Fisherman’s Wharf sailfish
(top) and Raja Muda
trophy (right)
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two years after acquiring the
boat in 1997 prepping it, before
commencing his ocean roving in
1997 from Perth.
In the Ocean Rover Class,
My Toy’s only competition was
Eveline, known as ‘the party
boat’. This year it appeared to
have acquired a new dimension
with a more stable crew who, for
a change, knew what they
were doing.
The IRC, Multihull and
Sportsboats were first given
variations on a windward /
leeward with one to three laps
of the short or long course (0.8
or 1.5nm to the windward mark).
Meanwhile, the cruising classes
were given a geometric course
comprising the 0.8nm beat to
the windward mark followed
by a diamond course with a
windward / leeward sausage
loop in the middle before
rounding the first windward mark
again and in to the finish line.
Having finished their windward
/ leeward, IRC 2 and Multihulls
followed the cruisers on the
geometric course.

in Race 6. Mata Hari added
two further bullets to its cause
while Foreign Affair and Phoenix
continued their battle with
shared secondary places in their
two races.

Day 4 Friday
15th January 2016

After an overnight
thunderstorm, the forecast did
not look promising, with a weak
trough of light pressure and light
SMU cemented their position to moderate east-northeasterly
at the top of the leader board in
to easterly in the morning
Sportsboats with two wins. ATM diminishing to a light easterly
and Team RLYC took 2nd place
veering southeast by the end
in Races 5 and 6 respectively.
of the day. Similar conditions
WOW, with two further bullets, were forecast for Saturday. The
made it six in a row in Multihulls. forecasters got it partially right!
Sophia and Chantique’s bullets
Fortunately, plans for an
made it four in a row for both
around-the-island
race were put
in Club Class and White
on
hold
for
another
year due to
Sails respectively.
the unpredictable conditions.
With no function that night,
There was little if any breeze
everyone was free to explore the
when
the fleet assembled once
local sights and restaurants.

again in Kuah
Harbour with
possible plans
for courses
including the
western coastal
courses. After
an hour or so
of postponement, the RO
repositioned the committee
boat close to Kuah town where
a one-mile course could just
be accommodated on an
easterly axis.

noon that racing finally got
underway in barely 5-6 knots,
with two or three laps of a long
or short
— continued on page 98

However, it was not until

Eveline initially did well to
overtake My Toy but an error
Day 3 Thursday
by their navigator saw them
14th January 2016
head for home without starting
There was little breeze the sausage loop. Realising
as the fleet set off from
their error they completed the
the RLYC for open water
correct course but trailed My Toy
and the eastern coastal
across the finish line in the dying
courses but on reaching
breeze, giving My Toy line and
the area, there was around corrected honours. Not bad for a
10 knots. It was bright and boat with only one winch handle
sunny, although, as the
onboard. The second was lost
day progressed, the cloud overboard (not by FH) before the
cover meant crews were
start of the race. Inexcusably,
not baking. Seas were
however, at the prizegiving the
relatively choppy.
next day, My Toy was awarded
the 2nd place trophy
FH joined My
(although an exchange took
Toy where, having
place later).
secured permission
from the RO, we were
In Racing, Alive, despite
gainfully employed on
shredding its spinnaker,
the foredeck, primarily
added two bullets to its
rigging the cutter sail and
tally, with 2nd and 3rd honours
poleing the headsail when shared by Oi! and Millennium
goose-winged, although
Racing with only six seconds
the camera was not far
separating them in Race 5 while
from hand.
Trader failed to finish the
last race.
Built in someone’s
backyard in Australia in
In IRC 1, Fujin had its string
1994, Hennig Lenz spent
of bullets interrupted by Uranus
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for the respective classes. It
was unrealistic to even start
the cruising classes, so the race
officer sent them
home (even
though Chantique
insisted on
completing
at least one
lap!). In the

WOW took line honours
but lost out to Allegro by 33
seconds on handicap. Nina
was 3rd whilst Manta Blu did
not even attempt to start.
In Racing, Millennium
Racing took the honours in
the first race of the day (Race
7) followed by a 2nd place
in Race 8. Oi! finished 2nd
in Race 7 and 3rd in Race
8, whilst 3rd-placed
Alive in Race 7
made up for it in
Race 8 with line and
handicap honours.

end, all the
remaining classes, other than the
In IRC 1, Uranus shone
Multihulls, completed two races.
brightly to take both line and
In the one race for Multihulls,
handicap honours
in Race 7, whilst
Emagine improved on
its 2nd-placed finish in
Race 7 and took line
and handicap honours
in Race 8.
It was a
competitive
start in IRC 2
with Rekering
Dream caught
OCS and
obliged to
re-start in Race 7.
Although it repeated
its line honours in
Race 8, Foreign Affair
lost out on handicap
to Phoenix which
finished the day with
a 3rd and 1st. Mata
Hari finished with a
2nd and 3rd.
Sailing continued
to be close amongst
the leaders in the
Sportsboats class
with SMU taking the
honours in Race 7 by
eight seconds over
Team RLYC. Positions
were switched in
Race 8 with Team
RLYC finishing on top.

Day 5 Saturday
16th January 2016
With the regatta
virtually sewn up, FH
had the opportunity
to join David Liddell’s
WOW and, with one
98

Number 284 / FRAGRANT HARBOUR

Eveline’s very on chef (left), Commodore Yaacob Khyra
(below) and Blue Angel (above)

crew member opting out, was
again assigned to the foredeck.
Although the AP flag was up
ashore, WOW and Blue Angel
headed out into the harbour in
the hope of wind.
Despite finding
4-5 knots, it was
inconsistent
and virtually
impossible
for the
RO to
set
any

The evening’s closing
function was initially a formal
affair until the awards and
fireworks were over and then
the party really started!
The major trophies were
awarded as follows:
Prime Minister’s Challenge
Trophy : Alive
LADA IRC Challenge Trophy :
Fujin
RLIR IRC 2 Challenge Trophy :
Mata Hari
Langkawi Sports Class Trophy :
SMU

meaningful courses. Considering
that at least one hour had to be
given before racing could start
after lowering the AP flag, he
had no option than to abandon
racing for the final day.
Incidentally, Liddell
and WOW are leaving
for Cape Town in March
with the intention of
doing the Cape Town to Rio
Race. We wish them well. At
least this will give the remaining
Multihull fleet a chance of
winning in this
summer’s regattas!
Having wrapped
up Ocean Rover
Class, Eveline
celebrated with a
social cruise around
neighbouring islands.
A swim, local
culinary delights
cooked onboard,
and assorted liquid
refreshments
made for a splendid
afternoon.

Malaysia Multihull Challenge
Cup: WOW
Club Cruising Class : Sophia
Ocean Rover Class : Eveline
White Sails Class : Chantique
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship
Trophy : Manta Blu
* the Langkawi archipelago boasts
104 islands, according to the Chief
Minister of Kedah, Dato’ Seri Haji
Mukhriz Tun Mahathir

