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LOCATION & FREQUENCY

The magazine is published under contract in

Thailand, with editorial, advertising and design

offices in Phuket and a head office in Bangkok

handling production and shipping.

COPYR IGHT

All text, photographs and other materials in this

magazine are the property of AP PACIFIC Co.,

Ltd. or Dragon Art Media Co., Ltd.  or the

respective authors and photographers and the

copyright is reserved. Reproduction in whole or

in part in any form, electronic or otherwise,

without the written permission of the copyright

owner is strictly prohibited. To obtain permis-

sion for reproduction please write to the editor.

D ISCLA IMER

Although the information in this publication has

been obtained from sources believed to be reliable,

the magazine cannot guarantee accuracy in all

cases.

Persons wishing to purchase boats, yachting

equipment or other related marine or other products

should consider all information or advice in this

publication as a general guide only, and should

consult a professional prior to making pur-

chases.

Opinions expressed in this publication are not

necessarily those of the editor but are usually

those of the writers. All editorial is published in

good faith, but the editors cannot vouch for the

accuracy of all information provided by others.

FREELANCE CONTRIBUTIONS

Freelance contributions are welcomed, but the

publisher assumes no responsibility for unsolic-

ited photographs or other materials sent. Editorial

guidelines are available on the website.

SUBSCR IPT IONS

Subscriptions are available worldwide through

the network of distributors in each country, or

when not available, from Dragon Art Media

directly.

Please see the subscription card in this magazine

first, and if the service is not available in your

country go to the website for details.

RELATED WEBSITES

For this magazine: www.seayachting.net

For info on The Greater Phuket Magazine:

www.phuketmagazine.asia

Distribution:

SEA Yachting is distributed in sufficient quantities to

reach virtually all professionals in Southeast Asia's

and selected tropical Australian marine industries

by free distribution through all yacht clubs, marinas

and other marine outlets.  It is also retailed

comprehensively through bookshops throughout

the region, reaching all visitors with in interest in

boats.  Free copies are also placed in up-market

rental villas in Phuket and Bali.  Sufficient copies are

delivered to all marinas and yacht clubs in Thailand,

Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia for virtually all

members to receive a personal free copy
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Scott Murray took this shot

of Lero racing in the

12
th

 Royal Langkawi

International Regatta.
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SEAY Regional News
Catch up on who’s doing what, when, where and how in

Southeast Asia’s marine scene. This issue we have visa news from

Port Blair; a cruising guide to Indonesia; news on easier cruising

permits to Indonesia; a preview of the 26
th

 Raja Muda Selangor

International Regatta held in November; the ToG NOR; Gulf

Craft’s launch of three new yachts; and Multihull Solutions’ new

website.

Hull features new 200 hp Outboard Engine from
Suzuki
Suzuki Marine has pulled the wraps off a new series of compact

200 hp outboards featuring inline four-cylinder blocks and

boasting a host of advanced features. The Suzuki’s DF200A

weighs 498 pounds, 12 percent less than the V-6 version of

Suzuki’s 200 outboard.

Jewel of Siam Re-discovered
Koh Samui and the Gulf of Thailand have been host to more

superyachts this season than ever before. Off the radar for many

years, captains are now dropping anchor in Koh Samui and

discovering the natural wonders and beauty of the Gulf of

Thailand. “Samui” is derived from the word “Saboey”, which

translated means “safe haven” in the original Chinese tongue. A

fitting phrase for arriving yachts.

Nothing tames the sea like a Seakeeper gyro
Seakeeper gyroscopic stabilizers are the most effective zero–

speed, anti–roll devices. Whether at anchor or underway,

Seakeeper Gyros provide the enhanced comfort and safety

expected by boaters around the world. With active motion control

and advance cooling technologies, each gyro is highly effective

over a wide range of sea conditions   and vessel speeds.

From boats to Formula 1 and back again
Ghislaine Bovy kindly provides us with this piece on Peter Taylor

who became famous for his composite Finns in the mid-70s, but

then moved into Formula 1 racing to further his composite skills.

Now, his life has come full circle and in Phuket he is building a

Mark Pescott Firefly 850 Catamaran, under Mark’s supervision.

PIMEX is the show of choice for regional launches
This year saw one of the largest boat displays at PIMEX ever. From

the smallest at less than 20 feet and priced under 2,000,000

baht, the 51 boats grow in size and price with seventeen over 20

metres in length. The largest boat on display was a Custom Line

NEXT 112 superyacht valued at approximately 430,000,000

baht, which formed part of a four-boat display by Lee Marine.
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Strong Gusts Rule RLIR 2015
The 13

th

 Royal Langkawi International Regatta (RLIR) 2015 welcomed

yachts from round the world to Malaysia in early January. Oi!

skippered by Peter Ahern of Australia blew the competition away

with 10 straight wins in the Racing Class to take her second Prime

Minister’s Challenge Trophy. Ahern won the Prime Minister’s

Challenge Trophy in the first three RLIRs with his previous boat, Yo!

Deckeye view of the Rolex Sydney-Hobart race
The intrepid Kevin Green jumps on board the 68-foot Clipper

Ventures 10 with 17 other crew members to take part in the thrilling

70
th

 Rolex Sydney-Hobart race. With four circumnavigations and

more than 140,000 miles under her GRP hull, Clipper Ventures 10

is a proven ocean racing yacht and was set to compete against the

117 yachts in the event.

Middle East’s Super Wealthy eye Superyacht
Ownership at the 23rd Dubai International Boat Show
The Middle East and Africa region leads the world in superyacht

demand, with more than half of the region’s ultra-high net worth

individuals (UHNWI) likely to own or buy a superyacht, according

to the Superyacht Builders Association (SYBAss); many went

shopping at the recent Dubai International Boat Show, organized

by the Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC).

Bakri Cono moves to PMG Marine Complex, largest
shipyard in Thailand
The PMG Marine Complex is strategically located on the Eastern

Seaboard of the Gulf of Thailand, 1 kilometer from the Commercial

Deep Sea Port of Mat Ta Put, facilitating overseas export. The

shipyard is also under European management and production

units 1, 2 and 5 of the shipyard comply with German Lloyd

Standards, which allows yachts to be built “In Class”.

Trat Sail Fest hi-lights sailing in the Gulf of Thailand
Using sailboats from Gulf Charters, the Trat TAT office recently

staged a sailfest starting in Koh Chang and traveling to Koh Mak

and Koh Kood discovering the beautiful cruising areas en route.

SEA Yachting was lucky to attend and detail the event and

experience some of the 52 islands in the beautiful Trat archeipelago.

Rob Williams Reviews
Rob Williams, the MD of Yachtpro Thailand and South East Asia

Yacht Sales, previews the new Fjord 48 Open, which Hanse

launched at the Dusseldorf Boat Show. Rob also walks us through

the pros and cons of buying a new boat versus a used one.
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Gulf Craft, one of the leading superyacht shipyards in the world,

has launched three of its Majesty superyachts into the water in a single week, once

again demonstrating its remarkable capacity to turn out premium quality vessels.

The UAE-based builder will be officially displaying the superyachts at three

major events – the Kuwait Yacht Show, which will be held from 3-7 February 2015

in Kuwait City, the Dubai International Boat Show, which is taking place on 3-7

March 2015, and the Singapore Yacht Show, which will be held from 23-26 April

2015.

The three MajestyYachts are the latest additions to Gulf Craft’s line of luxury

fly-bridge superyachts. The Majesty Yacht brand combines style and elegance with

sophisticated technology to create the epitome of truly royal cruising. The triple

launch is the latest illustration

of Gulf Craft’s commitment to

innovation and high-quality

engineering.

“This achievement of

putting three of our Majesty

Yachts into the water in such a

short time further underlines

Gulf Craft’s growing credentials

as an international superyacht

builder,” said Erwin Bamps, CEO

of Gulf Craft. “We have truly

made our mark on the global

superyacht scene through our

innovative approach to design

and manufacturing, allowing us to offer a unique standard of product and service

to our global customers.”

Every yacht is personalized, taking into consideration the needs and

requirements of each client. From intricate interior design, including paint, gold-leaf,

and hand-crafted wood

paneling, to overall layout, Gulf

Craft offers premium quality in

every aspect of the vessel

structure and design.

“What we do is more than

build boats and yachts; it is

essentially designing and

developingworks of art. Every

feature of the vessel is created

in our factory, ensuring that all

facets meet our high-quality

standards, and allowing clients

to customize their yacht

according to their

requirements,” Bamps said.

“By displaying the Majesty

Yachts at three major industry

events in three different

countries, Gulf Craft is again

extending its geographic reach,

and helping to promote and

strengthen the reputation of

the UAE in the luxury yacht

market.”

Gulf Craft is investing USD

100 million over the next five

years in developing a world-

class facility for the

manufacturing of mega and

superyachts at Dubai Maritime

City.

Gulf Craft Launches Three Superyachts in One Week
Latest Additions to Superyacht Brand to Be Displayed
at Kuwait, Dubai and Singapore Events

About Gulf Craft
Founded in the United Arab Emirates

in 1982, Gulf Craft is a major

manufacturer of luxury yachts and

fiberglass boats and one of the world’s top

10 superyacht builders (as listed in the

2014 Global Order Book). Gulf Craft has

built a distinguished reputation as a

manufacturer of a wide diversity of vessels,

ranging from fishing and family boats to

sport cruises and semi-customized luxury

superyachts.

With an annual production capacity of

around 400 craft and expertise built over

three decades in the business, Gulf Craft

has a presence in all boating markets

globally through its Majesty Yachts, Oryx

and Silvercraft brands. In addition, Gulf

Craft provides worldwide maintenance and

re-fit services as well as advisory on all

aspects of boat ownership

For further information contact:
Go Boating Thailand Co Ltd.

Exclusive dealers for the brands of Gulf

Craft for the Kingdom of Thailand and

Malaysia.

Email – tony@goboatingthailand.com;

info@goboatingthailand.com

Tel +66 8705 66301 (Tony Nixey)

The Notice of Race (NOR) for the

11th Top of the Gulf Regatta Presented by Ocean Marina,

set to take place 30
th

 April to 4
th

 May 2015 at Ocean

Marina Yacht Club in Jomtien, Pattaya, Thailand, is now

online at www.topofthegulfregatta.com/info/notice. Asia’s

largest multi-class regatta includes class racing for Optimists,

dinghies and beach catamarans upto large keelboats and

multihulls.

The award-winning regatta incorporates Asia’s largest

one-design competition, the Platu Coronation Cup and the

Thailand National Optimist Championships, and is hosted by

South East Asia’s largest marina, Ocean Marina Yacht Club.

“The diversity of boats and variety of classes is a point

of difference for the Top of the Gulf Regatta. There is no

other regatta like it,” said Mr. William Gasson, Co-Chairman,

Top of the Gulf Regatta Organising Committee. “We will again

be welcoming a diverse fleet spread over 12 classes and

expect to have over 200 boats and approximately 600

people taking part.”

The keelboat and multihull class splits are as follows:

◗ Class One: IRC 1 - Keelboats with an IRC 1.200 and

above

◗ Class Two: IRC 2 - Keelboats with an IRC 1.060 to 1.199

◗ Class Three: IRC 3 - Keelboats with an IRC 0.960 to1.059

◗ Class Four: Cruising - Keelboats cruising in nature, racing

on PHS handicaps at the committee’s discretion

◗ Class Five: Platu - Platu class keelboats (Platu Coronation

Cup)

◗ Class Six: Ocean Multihulls - Ocean going catamarans and

trimarans

Following registration and a practice race on Thursday

30
th

 April, Classes 1-6 fleet will race over four consecutive

days – Friday 1
st

 to Monday 4
th

 May inclusive – a schedule

of windward-leeward, inshore, coastal and inter-island courses,

decided on-the-day by the international race management

team lead by Race Officer Denis Thompson.

“Top of the Gulf Regatta is unique in Thailand in that

it’s operated from a marina providing safe and secure

berthing for competitors each evening, as well as having the

full complement of onshore services and facilities from Ocean

Marina Yacht Club,” said Mr. Scott Finsten, Harbour Master,

Ocean Marina Yacht Club. “The marina can accommodate

yachts with a draft of 3.5 meters within the Marina and we

will be providing a ferry service from the marina to boats

moored nearby outside for those with a draft in excess of

3.5 metres.”

14-15.pmd 3/27/2015, 12:59 AM14
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Other classes in the Regatta are as follows:

◗ Class Seven: F18’s

◗ Class Eight: Open Beach Multihulls

◗ Class Nine: Single handed monohull dinghies

◗ Class Ten: Double handed monohull dinghies

◗ Class Twelve: Optimist - Thailand Optimist National Championships

Classes 8-10 and Class 12 will have separate inshore course areas,

dedicated race management and race over three consecutive days from

Friday 1
st

 May to Sunday 3
rd

 May inclusive.

The full NOR can be viewed at www.topofthegulfregatta.com/info/

notice, and entries can be made online at www.topofthegulfregatta.com/

entry/form. Further enquiries please email info@topofthegulfregatta.com.

“As we enter the Regatta’s next decade the Organising Committee

and regatta owners Ocean Property, are looking forward to continuing the

formula of success that has seen the Regatta grow to be the largest

multi-class regatta of its kind in Asia, and which in 2014 saw the Regatta

voted ‘Asian Regatta of the Year’ at the 2014 Asian Marine & Boating

Awards,” added Mrs. Supatra Angkawinijwong, Deputy Managing Director of

Ocean Property.

Organised by the Top of the Gulf Regatta Organising Committee

under the auspices of the Yacht Racing Association of Thailand, the Platu

Yacht Association, Ocean Marina Yacht Club and Royal Varuna Yacht Club,

the Top of the Gulf Regatta Presented by Ocean Marina will take place

30
th

 April to 4
th

 May, hosted by Ocean Marina Yacht Club, Jomtien,

Pattaya, Thailand.

For more information, visit www.topofthegulfregatta.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/togregatta

Twitter: www.twitter.com/togregatta

YouTube: www.youtube.com/TOGRegatta

About Top of the Gulf Regatta Presented
by Ocean Marina

Founded in 2005 the 2015 Top of the

Gulf Regatta Presented by Ocean Marina will

take place 30
th

 April to 4
th 

May. Owned and

organised by Ocean Property, the Regatta is

hosted by Ocean Marina Yacht Club with

support from the Yacht Racing Association

of Thailand, Royal Thai Navy, Royal Varuna

Yacht Club and Pattaya City.

The Top of the Gulf Regatta Presented

by Ocean Marina is unique: it is the largest

multi-class sailing event of its kind in Asia,

incorporates the Coronation Cup and the

Thailand National Optimist Championships,

and is the only regatta in Thailand hosted

at a marina.

In recognition of the Regatta’s success

and cementing its position on the

international sailing calendar, Top of the

Gulf Regatta Presented by Ocean Marina

was recently voted ‘Asian Regatta of the

Year’ at the 2014 Asian Marine & Boating

Awards.

Top of the Gulf Regatta 2015 NOR published

14-15.pmd 3/27/2015, 12:59 AM15



Regional

NEWS
16

Suzuki Marine has pulled the wraps

off a new series of compact 200 hp

outboards featuring inline four-cylinder

blocks and boasting a host of advanced

features, the DF200A. The Suzuki’s

DF200A weighs 498 pounds, 12 percent

less than the V-6 version of Suzuki’s 200

outboard.

Comparing 4-cylinder and 6-cylinder

engine, given all else being equal, the

difference between a 4-cylinder and a 6-cylinder engine is that the latter produces more

power, due to the two extra cylinders, which create additional piston thrust.

In a 4-cylinder engine, there are four pistons rising and falling in four chambers. A 6-

cylinder engine features six pistons and produces theoretically 50% more power than the

same 4-cylinder engine. While a 4-cylinder engine might give a lag when accelerating, a 6-

cylinder will tend to be more responsive, with greater “get-up-and-

go”.

Though more cylinders equal more power when comparing the

same engine models, there are exceptions when comparing different

engines and this is what happens to  the Suzuki DF200A. Improved

engine designs over the years have resulted in substantial gains.

This has made 4-cylinder engines more powerful than they were a

decade ago. In short, a 6-cylinder engine from the early 20s that’s

still running strong might nevertheless have less power than a

recently designed 4-cylinder engine.

The Suzuki DF200A is lightweight and delivers “V6-Like

Power” using innovative technology with improved fuel economy and

enhanced reliability.

Innovative Features:
Suzuki engineered the DF200A with a 10.3:1 compression

ratio (9.7 percent greater than in the DF175A) and a new cowling to provide cooler air

directly to the engine’s long-track tuned intake manifold. Twin intake and exhaust valves

allow the engine to breathe more efficiently. Suzuki’s Lean Burn Technology, which

optimizes the fuel-to-air mixture once a cruising rpm is established, also contributes to

efficiency. Oxygen and water-detection sensors monitor and control engine operating

parameters, resulting in superb reliability.

New 200 hp Outboard Engine from Suzuki

16-17.pmd 3/27/2015, 1:02 AM16
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These new outboards serve boating

anglers in two primary ways:

1)   The relatively narrow inline design

(versus a wider V-6 block) lends itself well to

twin-engine installations on a V-hull. DF200A

2)   The lighter

mass of the (versus the

V-6 version) allows for

repowering older boats

(originally designed for

lighter two-stroke

outboards) with this new

generation of four-

strokes. 

Suzuki will also

offer the new engines

with both digital

(DF200AP) and

mechanical (DF200A)

control systems. The

AP model will also

include Suzuki’s

Selective Rotation, for multi-engine installations,

and keyless ignition.

For more details, please contact:

Hull Co., Ltd.
167/3 Moo 4, Na-Jomtiene,

Sattahip, Chonburi 2025 THAILAND

Tel : +66(0)38-238-131 to 2

Fax : +66(0)38-238-133

Website : www.hull.co.th

16-17.pmd 3/27/2015, 1:02 AM17
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oh Samui and the Gulf of Thailand

have been host to more superyachts

this season than ever before. Off the

radar for many years, captains are now dropping

anchor in Koh Samui and discovering the

natural wonders and beauty of the Gulf.

Koh Samui was discovered a few

hundred years ago as a spot for sea traders and

fishermen passing through the Gulf of Thailand

to seek refuge from storms. The early Chinese

and Malay settlers looked on in awe at the

island’s magnificence and some speculate the

word “Samui” is derived from the word

“Saboey”, which translated means “safe haven”

in the original Chinese tongue. A fitting phrase

for arriving yachts.

Among superyachts visiting Koh Samui

and the Gulf this season, reports Captain

Charlie Dwyer of Asia Pacific Superyachts,

have been: “… the 55m M/Y Keri Lee III (ex

Katherine) and the luxury motor charter yacht

Keri-Lee (ex Meireni), designed by Jack Sarin

and built by Sovereign yachts of New Zealand;

the 51m M/Y Double Haven, custom built in

“Jewel of Siam”
Superyachts have found a

new home in the Gulf of Thailand

1993 by Feadship in Aalsmeer (Netherlands);

the 50m M/Y Sapphire, the 39m luxury Sail

yacht built by Custom in 1999 and designed by

Joao Paquito; the 40m M/Y Amoha, custom built

in 1991 by Benetti with interior designed by

Zuretti and exterior styling by George

Nicholson;  and the 40m M/Y Rasa, custom built

in 2001 by Palmer Johnson Yachts in Sturgeon

Bay, Wisconsin USA, to name a few.”

A great time of year, when weather

conditions are not so favorable for vessels in

other parts of the country (Thailand), the

cruising season in the Gulf of Siam is actually

very good from February to September, said

Captain Charlie, adding: “One of the visiting

yachts arrived in May and cruised the Gulf until

the end of August. The vessel then continued

the cruise on to Vietnam and Cambodia and this

same yacht plans to visit Singapore before

continuing their journey on to Phuket,

Thailand in November 2014.”

Though Koh Samui does not have an

established superyacht marina at this time,

visiting Superyacht captains found not only

K

Photos by Property of Asia Pacific Superyachts Koh Samui

Re-discovered

18-21.pmd 3/27/2015, 1:38 AM18
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were there many safe anchorages, they were

delighted to find it was as simple as putting forth a

request for a good anchorage to Charlie and his

team. The agent not only directed vessels to

some great anchorages, they recently organized a

private plane and handled all the logistics, such

as ground handling, without any worries for the

captain requesting these services.

In the important matter of provisioning, a

chef aboard one of the recently visiting yachts

was impressed with the abundance of the fresh

fruits, vegetables and imported meats, stating

these provisions were ‘among the best in quality’

he had seen in years. The engineers and crew

were also amazed to find spare parts and logistics

were readily available from the agent.

Commenting on all provisioning and

services needs being met while in Koh Samui and

the islands dotted throughout the Gulf, Captain

Derek of M/Y Amoha wrote the following about

his journey: “The wealth of local knowledge and

experience from the APS Samui team has made

our visit to Koh Samui and the Gulf of Thailand a

memorable, hassle-free and enjoyable

experience. You and your staff were courteous,

knowledgeable and a real pleasure to work with.

The whole experience from check-in to

departure has been exemplary. Koh Samui and

its surrounding islands are a great place for

superyachts to visit and with your expertise it was

an absolute pleasure.”

“There were many requests this season

from captains and owners”, reports Dwyer,

“…including  a gourmet BBQ on a private island,

more than 100 tons of fuel delivered alongside

and exotic provisions such as oysters from France,

scallops from Japan, prime meat from Australia

and lobsters from America.” The APS agent

noted he and his team were able to provide for all

of these requests and many more from owners,

captains and chefs.

Highlights when cruising the Gulf of

Thailand  include superb diving (with a private

Dive Guide aboard) off the world-famed dive

locale of Koh Tao and kayaking and trekking

through the natural wonders of the uninhabited

islands of the Ang Thong National Marine Park,

located just 20 NM from Koh Samui.

Hi-lites when cruising the Gulf of Thailand

include superb diving off the world-famed Koh

Tao and kayaking and trekking through the

natural wonders of the uninhabited islands of

the Ang Thong National Marine Park.
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Ang Thong Marine Park is a protected

area of more than 100 square kilometers of land

and sea. The pristine archipelago of 42 islands in

the Gulf is a fantasy come true to explore with

towering limestone mountains, thick jungle,

white-sand beaches, fertile mangroves, waterfalls

and hidden coves and lakes with a rich variety of

exotic wildlife and sea creatures. Snorkeling,

hiking, sea kayaking, diving, sailing and simply

relaxing on one of its idyllic beaches are activities

to be enjoyed at the marine park and at the

stunning islands along the way.

Superyachts discovering Koh Samui will

find an island with an interesting background.

The island has gone through some of the biggest

changes in its entire recorded history in recent

years, transformed from a traditional sleepy

fishermen and backpacker island into a full-on

global and jet set island destination. Yachting

Ang Thong Marine Park is a

protected area of more than

100 square kilometers of land

and sea. The pristine

archipelago of 42 islands is an

explorer’s fantasy come true.

visitors will find a variety and range of facilities

and services which constantly expands and

already includes everything from full servicing

for Superyachts to internationally recognized

luxury shops and an incredible selection of

gourmet dining, 5-Star resorts and

internationally acclaimed spas.

Still, despite the fast pace of development

Koh Samui manages to retain its charm. Small

quaint local villages and numerous coconut

plantations are still very much in evidence,

especially in the southern part of the island.

Many of the locals continue to live their lives by

“island time”, loosely translated to “…very

slowly”. Considering the warm and welcoming

“Thai Smile” and natural beauty of the island

aligned with top rated luxury, it’s no wonder

more and more superyachts are discovering the

Gulf of Thailand and Koh Samui. 
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eakeeper gyroscopic stabilizers are the most

effective zero -speed, anti-roll devices ever

made!

Whether at anchor or underway, Seakeeper

Gyros provide the enhanced comfort and safety

expected by boaters around the world. With active

motion control and advanced  cooling technologies,

each gyro is highly effective over a wide range of sea

conditions  and vessel speeds, without the need for

external appendages.

Founded in 2002, Seakeeper’s mission was

to create gyro stabilization technology so effective

that it would forever transform boating. “By

reducing boat roll, we knew we could make time

spent on the water much safer and vastly more

enjoyable.”

 “Since the introduction of the first

Seakeeper, we’ve seen and heard thousands of

times how Seakeeper has changed people’s lives:

the astonishment, excitement, relief, and joy they

exude when the gyro turns on and the boat settles is

magical. We feel lucky to be involved in this

transformation. The opportunity to

change a fundamental human

experience does not come along

every day”.

So what is a Seakeeper
and what does it do?

It is a computer controlled

gyroscope that eliminates most boat

roll, including the fatigue, anxiety and

seasickness that goes with it. Because of this

 like a Seakeeper Gyro

game changing effect, the world’s top boat builders

are now installing Seakeeper, and since 2008 they

have shipped over 2,200  units.

How much does the Seakeeper weigh, and
what are the power and space requirements?

Typically, the Seakeeper weighs between 1 to

2% of boat displacement, requiring only 1-5 kw

electricity- depending on the model.  Seakeeper can

be installed almost anywhere in the hull for

unprecedented convenience and is not required to

be on the centerline of the hull. Nothing extends

outside the hull and the Seakeeper is a small

percentage of the overall volume of the boat.

How much does a Seakeeper cost ?
Seakeeper implemented a major price

decrease  in 2014.

Excluding the installation, Seakeeper retail

pricing varies from  $29,900 for the smallest unit to

$197,900 for the largest unit.

Seakeeper 5, (Boats 20 tons, 30-50’)

Seakeeper 9, (Boats 35 tons, 50-65’)

Seakeeper 16, (Boats 70 tons, 65-80’)

Seakeeper 26, (Boats 100 tons, 80-100’)

Seakeeper 35, (Boats 140 tons, or 100’+)

Can a Seakeeper be fitted to an existing boat?
Yes, approximately 25% of the units we ship

are installed aftermarket. The time and price of a

retrofit installation will vary, (typically 2-4 weeks)

with simple retrofit installations costing as little as

$5,000 and larger and more complex to $35,000 or

more.

Nothing tames the sea

S
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Retrofit and service in Thailand
Mick Keally of Octopus Electrical Service,

who is the Sales and Service dealer for Thailand

carried out a retrofit on a luxury SESSA 68

“Gerlash”. A M8000 unit was fitted under the floor

in the accommodation area. The unit was lowered

into the boat by removing one of the front

windscreen panels and through the access hatch

which originally accessed the black water tanks. A

gantry was then used to maneuver the unit into

position on to its custom fabricated mounting bed.

Once the Seakeeper was installed the black water

tanks were re-fitted in a new location. Local

tradesmen were contracted for some aspects of the

job. Mick says, “this is the advantage of where we a

located at Boat Lagoon in Phuket; we have a large

hardstand area with travel-lifts capable of hauling

out up to 80 ton

vessels and we are

surrounded by

quality marine

tradesman”.

Once

“Gerlash” was back

in the water the

Seakeeper was

commissioned and

sea trials were

undertaken. The

whole operation

took around 10

days but the actual

installation of the M8000 was only 4 hours.

Gerlash’s captain; South African, Denys

Vanrooyen, who was also involved in the fitting

operation says, “It’s a completely different experience

that we have now with the Seakeeper stabilizing the

boat.

“When I

prepare the boat

for the owner the

Seakeeper is

switched on and

runs the whole

time the boat is at

sea. The owner,

his wife and two

young children

use the boat on a

regular basis as

Phuket offers

such great

cruising grounds

and the boat is a

pleasure to be on

in all sea

conditions

whether at

anchor or

charging along at

26 knots.

“A

surprising benefit

to the installation

was the improved

fuel economy.

The boat has had an improvement of around 15%

which in dollar terms is a great saving when running

twin 1300 hp engines. I love the stability of the boat

when docking, as I am not effected by any wash or

movement caused by the boats thrusters or other boats

around me. I can easily berth the boat on my own

having the stability factor from the Seakeeper,

thrusters fore and aft and the Volvo IPS steerable legs.

Being a captain has never been this good!”
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Top yacht builders choose Seakeeper
In 2015, Seakeeper opened an office in Singapore from which it

will base an operation to manage Asia Pacific region with local sales

and service staff. 

This team is actively building a support network to provide local

consumer support, and installation support for the yards involved with

export and domestic builds.

It is no wonder that many of the top name yacht builder are

offering their boats with a Seakeeper fitted ex-factory. Renowned

builders such as Azimut, Princess, Sunseeker, Montecarlo and others

have recognized the benefits that Seakeeper’s active gyro stabilizer

technology has to offer the recreational yacht industry. The

Seakeeper’s exclusive system is the most effective anti-rolling device

ever made. Whether at anchor or underway, Seakeeper Gyros improve

vessel performance, comfort and safety – enhancing life at sea.

Featuring vacuum – sealed gyro – dynamics, active motor control

technology and patented advanced cooling designs, each gyro is highly

effective over a wide range of sea conditions and vessel speeds –

without the need for external fins. With the push of a button, walking

around decks in rough seas becomes effortless, dining is more civilized

without worrying about spills and splashes and motion sickness

becomes a thing of the past.

Whether you’re heading out for a day trip or a long

rangevacation excursion, life onboard can now be more enjoyable for

everyone. Charting the day’s course becomes easier, anchorages

become more plentiful, galley time more pleasurable and your berth

becomes a place of true restfulness. Seakeeper gyro stabilizers provide

unprecedented anti-roll performance for luxury vessels of all sizes and

brands ensuring the most comfortable and safest ride ever.

Sports Fishing
When conditions keep others in port, Seakeeper lets prize-

seeking sport fishermen head out to sea and extend their fishing

season.

For fishermen trolling, backing down on a prize game fish or just

drifting, the stabilization technology lets sport fish yacht owners get out

there and find fish.

Dramatically reducing flybridge and tuna tower sway – where

the effects of boat roll are most severe – Seakeeper provides a stable

platform that allows you focus on the water and spot the game fish

others can’t see. Unlike traditional fin stabilizers, the Seakeeper gyro is

installed safely inside the hull

where it can’t be damaged by

the hazards of the sea; with no

added drag, no effect on your

top speed, no interference with

rigging to ensnare you catch

and minimal maintenance.

SeaKeeper gyro

stabilizers provide

unprecedented anti-roll

performance for luxury & work

vessels of all sizes and brands.

Find out today how you can

experience the most

comfortable and safest ride

ever. 

www.seakeeper.com
Seakeeper Asia: Mr. Andy Toh,
andytoh@seakeeper.com
Thailand Retrofit contact:
Octopus Electrical Service Co.,Ltd. ;
phil@octopusasia.com
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Formula 1

When Chris Law and David Howlett

dominated Finn sailing worldwide in

the golden years of 1975-76 Peter

Taylor became world famous for his

composite Finns.

first met Peter Taylor on Sansiri Windstar, Ging

Patinyakorn Buranrom’s Tripp40 during a

Sunday race organized by the Ao Chalong

Yacht Club.

I was very surprised when he said he

retired after working in Formula 1. I thought

sailing must have been a hobby for him then until

I got to know him better, learning about his sailing

skills and boat building expertise and finally

asked him how a composite expert coming from

boat building went into Formula 1 racing.

and back again

From boats to

Peter started a boat builder’s

apprenticeship in his hometown of Salcombe,

England, before acquiring his own boatyard to

build racing and cruising yachts and changing

the construction of Olympic Finns from wood to

composite.

Finns are a passion for Peter and in 1975

he built his first pre-preg Olympic Finn. When

Chris Law and David Howlett dominated Finn

sailing worldwide in the golden years of 1975-76

Peter Taylor became world famous for his

Peter Taylor.

I

Story & photos by Ghislaine Bovy
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composite Finns.

After building Graham Walker’s

Indulgence in 1983, a British Admiral’s Cup team

member, he said that he had to diversify into

motor racing because unfortunately at that time

pre-preg composites were too expensive for the

marine industry but the construction system was

ideally suited for Formula 1. He was a visionary

and Formula 1 gave him the opportunity to

develop his skills in composite materials.

In 1988, he moved to Switzerland to

develop pre-preg composites for Paucoplast AG

where he became Technical Manager in 1991

responsible for the production and planning as

well as material sourcing, for Group C and

Formula 1 race cars for PP Sauber AG. At the

time, Paucoplast was sole supplier of composite

production parts for Sauber race cars.

He later transferred to working directly

for the Sauber Formula 1 team in the same role.

He retired from the Swiss F1 team in

July 2011, having worked in the race team’s

Voodoo, a Firefly 850.
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It was during a Phuket King’s Cup

Regatta that Peter discovered Mark

Pescott’s Firefly 850 One Design.

composite department under the team

names Red Bull Sauber, Sauber

Petronas, BMW Sauber and finally

Sauber Motorsport.

Formula 1 made Peter a

composite expert but he never gave up

his passion for sailing and continued his

sailing on the Lake of Geneva

whenever he had an opportunity and

on the boat he built, of course!

He came to Southeast Asia to

sail with a couple of friends and

decided to return each year to benefit

from the beautiful sailing grounds in

Thailand as well as from temperatures,

which are a lot higher than on the Lake

of Geneva.

It was during a Phuket King’s

Cup Regatta that Peter discovered

Mark Pescott’s Firefly 850 One Design.

Back in 2005, Mark started

building the Firefly 850 Sports

catamarans in Phuket. The first two,

Voodoo Child and Moto Inzi are still

performing very well in the Asian

Yachting Grand Prix regattas. Voodoo

was the overall winner of the Firefly

Division at the Phuket King’s Cup

Regatta 2014.

Racing aficionado Peter

quickly decided to buy the Firefly 850

Catamaran plan to build his own in

Phuket. Although a customized

project, led by Peter, the construction

remains overseen by Pescott, the boat’s

designer.

At the present time, the boat is

ready to be sold and can be completed

as a standard Firefly or as Firefly Elite

with further design modifications

including carbon beams and mast and

modified bow.

Yes, Peter decided to sell his

first Firefly 850 Catamaran, but who

knows what he has in mind for his next

project.

As we part after the visit to

Taylor Composites Co. Ltd in Rawai, I

can truly say that Peter is passionate

about boat building and will never stop

thriving to make them lighter and

stiffer because as he says “that helps

boats win races”.

It was a pleasure chatting with

him about a passion we share, sailing!

For further information please

contact Peter Taylor on +66 95 878

7335, or +41 79 407 4628,

peter_taylor@bluewin.ch   

One of the hulls. Peter overseeing his project.

The Firefly moulds.
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Regional

NEWS

The Raja Muda Selangor International Regatta (RMSIR) is back for the 26th year and will run

from 20 to 28 November 2015. Known for its unpredictable winds, weather and tide, the RMSIR is an exciting sailing

regatta that provides even the most experienced of sailors with an interesting challenge. Add to that a little bit of

sightseeing and fun social events and you have a regatta with everything.

This world-class event requires participating boats to push onwards from the flag-off point of Port Klang to the

islands of Pangkor, Penang and Langkawi in an attempt to win the prestigious Raja Muda Cup, among other prizes.

Members of the public will be able to catch the regatta action on the following dates:

DATE TIME ACTIVITY

The RMSIR was established in 1990 by the RSYC’s Royal Patron, the Sultan of Selangor HRH Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah (who was

then Raja Muda Selangor) together with Dato’ Johan Ariff and Jonathon Muhiudeen. The regatta, whichis organised annually by the Royal

Selangor Yacht Club (RSYC) in association with the Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC), celebrated its silver anniversary last year.

For more information on the Raja Muda Selangor International Regatta (RMSIR), please log on to www.rmsir.com or

www.facebook.com/rmsir.

About the Royal Selangor Yacht Club (RSYC)
The Royal Selangor Yacht Club (RSYC) was first registered as the “Port Swettenham Yacht Club” in July 1969 before changing its

name to the “Selangor Yacht Club” in 1972. It was officially opened and named the “Royal Selangor Yacht Club” in March 1989 by the

Patron, His Royal Highness the Sultan of Selangor, who was a frequent visitor to the Club with his family members. Today, with over

1,000 members, a moored fleet of 90 (30 keelboats and 60 powerboats), and a further 130 boats on the Club’s handstand, the RSYC

is the largest and most active yacht club in the country.

Contact Info
Beverley Hon – +60 19 313 6011 • media@xcesscommunication.com • beverley@xcesscommunication.com;

Jeff Harris (RMSIR committee) — +60 17 314 4639 • jeffbharris@yahoo.com

RMSIR 2015: The regatta with everything returns
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Photography  by Scott Murray

he 12
th

 Phuket International Boat Show

(PIMEX) presented by Thailand Elite

was opened at a ceremony presided over

by the Governor of Phuket Province, Mr. Nisit

Jansomwong. Showcasing Phuket’s marine and

leisure credentials to the world, PIMEX was held

during Phuket’s peak tourism season from 8
th

 to

11
th

 January, at the award-winning Royal Phuket

Marina. Organizers welcomed a strong visitor

turnout from Thailand and overseas, in particular

Singapore, Hong Kong, China and Russia.

“The line-up of exhibitors at this year’s

PIMEX, both in-the-water and onshore, is one of

the best yet, a strong sign of the strength of

Thailand’s marine and lifestyle industry.

Yachting and lifestyle brands from around the

world are displaying here in Phuket at PIMEX,

T
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PIMEXthe show of choice for regional launches
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underscoring PIMEX’s position as the consumer

boat show in the region and Phuket as the marine

playground for Asia,” said Mr. Andy Dowden,

PIMEX Show Director.

This year saw one of the largest boat

displays at PIMEX ever. From the smallest at less

than 20 feet and priced under 2,000,000 baht, the

51 boats grow in size and price with seventeen

over 20 metres in length including large motor

yachts from Sunseeker, Princess, Monte Carlo

and Sanlorenzo. The largest boat on display this

year was a Custom Line NEXT 112 superyacht

valued at approximately 430,000,000 baht, which

formed part of a four-boat display by Lee Marine.

Two iconic British yacht brands,

Sunseeker and Princess Yachts, were present.

Sunseeker, popularly known for being James

Bond’s yacht of choice, had four large powerboats

on display including the stunning Predator 92.

Elsewhere in the marina were boats on

display from Cranchi, Majesty, Gulf Craft,

Azimut, Bavaria, Moody and Wider Yachts Asia.

Derani Yachts expanded to a new location at the

end of Docks C and D and was showing a number

of boats, the largest being a San Lorenzo 72, while

Simpson Marine had a large display with six boats

including a selection from the Monte Carlo

shipyard, a brand which

they launched into Asia

with much success at

PIMEX 2014.

Ideally suited to

cruising the Andaman

region, multihulls are

growing in popularity and

this was reflected with an

increase in their numbers

on display this year.

Multihull Solutions

showcased popular designs

from Fountaine Pajot and Privilege while

Northrop & Johnson’s display includes the new

Thai-built solar power-assisted luxury catamaran

Heliotrope 65.

Onshore, the exhibitor line-up mirrored

that of the in-water display both in terms of size

and quality, and also in variety. Luxury auto

brands Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, Aston Martin,

BMW and Mini were all debuting at PIMEX, and

were joined by a collection of luxury real estate,

marine and lifestyle products and services.

“The show continues to develop and I am

happy to say it looks great again this year. We’ve

improved the design and layout of the show for

both exhibitors and visitors and our marketing has

stretched all around the world,” added Dowden.

“We are seeing more boats, luxury brands and

products choosing PIMEX as the platform to

launch into Thailand and Asia. This year we

have boats from Sanlorenzo, Wider Yachts,

Princess Yachts, Gulf Craft, Monte Carlo and

Custom Line all making their debut in Thailand,

and for some, Asia.”

According to The Wealth Report 2014, the

number of ultra-high net worth individuals in

Thailand grew by 147 percent between 2003 and

2013, and is expected to grow another 52 percent

by 2023, offering a promising outlook for the

country’s yacht market. On the back of this, Gulf

Craft – one of the world’s leading superyacht-

building shipyards –launched their Oryx 42 into

Thailand and their Gulf Craft Majesty 48 into

Asia at the Phuket International Boat Show.

“PIMEX is one of Asia’s premier boat

shows, both in terms of how well it is produced

and how well it succeeds in attracting top calibre

attendees,” said Mr. Erwin Bamps, CEO of Gulf

Craft. “For Gulf Craft, our participation in the

event is pivotal to bringing our line-up of luxury

vessels to the forefront of Thailand’s increasingly
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PIMEX, the leading consumer boat show in Asia, is the show of

choice for new boats, brands and product launches.
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Thousands visited the show daily, re-writing the record books,

emphasizing PIMEX as Asia’s leading consumer boat show.
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affluent boating community, and to being an

active participant in Asia’s thriving maritime

industry.”

Debuting at PIMEX this year was the

Ferretti Custom Line brand of yachts. Part of

the Ferretti Group, the Ferretti Custom Line

NEXT 112 was the largest boat in the show and

was part of a four-boat display by Thailand

dealer Lee Marine, who having exhibited at

PIMEX every year since the show’s beginning

12 years ago, appreciates the value of the show

as a regional marketing platform.

The first solar-assisted luxury

catamaran, Heliotrope 65, also debuted at

PIMEX as did the made-to-measure

Sanlorenzo brand who was present with the

Sanlorenzo 72 presented by their Thailand

dealer Derani Yachts.

Princess Yachts, represented by Boat

Lagoon Yachting, had an impressive line-up of

seven motor yachts ranging from the 43 to the

88-foot flybridge motor yachts in the show. The

group chose PIMEX as the Asian premier for

the all new Princess 68 – an exciting departure

from Princess-convention with a galley-aft

arrangement on the main deck – it also

showcased a new Princess 64 which is

dedicated for the charter market. Also

launching into Thailand at the show is the

Princess 88, the star of the Princess Yachts line-

up.

Speaking of their large presence at this

year’s PIMEX, Rico Stapel, Princess’ Charter &

Marketing Manager said: “PIMEX is a key part

of our marketing strategy and we have chosen

to launch a number of new models to both the

Thai and Asian marketplaces here at the

Show. Following a busy first day, the feedback

has been very encouraging and we look

forward to showcasing Princess Yachts to the

large international demographic that PIMEX

attracts.”

In addition to their presence at the Show

with Princess Yachts, Boat Lagoon Yachting have

recently been appointed sole distributor for Wider

Yachts in Thailand, Singapore and Indonesia,

and the Wider 32 was presented for the first time

in Asia.

Other business chose to showcase at

PIMEX for the first time, and to launch their

products into Thailand’s luxury marketplace

including Quadski – high speed amphibious

vehicles that operate on land and water –

Markagain – a platform from Italy for the

management and resale of pre-owned luxury

assets such as yachts, luxury cars, real estate and

more – and Archi Studio – specialists in

architectural design and building materials using

advanced technology.

A record of more than 5,000 visitors –

verified by an independent auditing company at

the Show – made PIMEX 2015 the biggest yet.

But for the organizers,

numbers is only part of the

story.

“We’re very happy

with the turnout and with

over 5,000 independently

verified visitors this year it

is one of the busiest shows

to date. However, our

focus for PIMEX goes

beyond the numbers. Our

focus is on attracting

quality visitors, the type

with an interest in the

offerings at the Show and

those who have

purchasing power,” said

Mr. Andy Dowden,
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PIMEX Show Director. “Having talked to many

people at the show, the feedback from exhibitors

and the interest from serious buyers has been

very encouraging. We expect there to be a lot of

business done after the show as a result of leads

made at the show.”

Following record numbers of 2,000

visitors on the first day, thousands of interested

buyers from within Thailand and overseas each

day enjoyed the offerings onshore and in-the-

water, with visitors continuing to arrive long into

the evening. Confirmed sales at the show

include real estate, products by Sea-Doo and

Quadski, lots of interest in brokerage boats and

with offers made, as well as contracts signed for

new builds and luxury cars.

The boardwalk at Royal Phuket Marina

was abuzz from opening to closing, and long

into the nights, with a collection of pop-up

bars and eateries complementing the

established restaurant outlets. The marina

atmosphere was accentuated by a packed

in-water display of 51 boats.

PIMEX, Thailand’s ultimate luxury

lifestyle show, has proven to be the Asian

event of choice in for successful regional

launches by global brands.

Dates for the 13th Phuket

International Boat Show are set: 7
th

 to 10
th

January 2016 at Royal Phuket Marina.

For more details, visit

www.phuketboatshow.com or

www.facebook.com/

PIMEXPhuketInternationalBoatShow

With over 6 Billion baht of products on display,

PIMEX 2015 broke records.

About the Phuket International
Boat Show

Now in its twelfth year, PIMEX is an

established and successful event in the marine

and leisure calendar. PIMEX 2015 included a

large in-water display, together with 2,500sqm

of indoor, waterfront exhibition space. There

were a diversity of displays from as far afield as

China, Australia, Italy and France.

Like its location, PIMEX is a relaxed event

where participants celebrate the boating, leisure

and luxury lifestyle in an ideal tropical destination.

The show is more than boats on display but also

an opportunity to see the latest luxury products,

properties and engage in some Phuket hospitality.

PIMEX is organized by the event’s co-founder,

Andy Dowden, of Andaman Marine Consultants,

with continued PR and Marketing support from

Infinity Communications and on-going sponsorship

support from The Sponsorship Experts – Paul

Poole (South East Asia) Co. Ltd.

About Royal Phuket Marina
Royal Phuket Marina is a world-class, luxury,

Mediterranean-style marina and entertainment

and lifestyle hub with open-air restaurants. It is

also the only marina in Southeast Asia offering

private moorings on the doorsteps of its luxury

residences. The state-of-the-art outer marina

with its 150 berths and 24-hour security is now

fully occupied and has become the home to

many of the island’s premier yachts.

On Phuket’s eastern seaboard overlooking

scenic Phang Nga Bay, Royal Phuket Marina is

Thailand’s first lifestyle community rivalling top

marina resort communities in Europe and the

Caribbean (www.royalphuketmarina.com).
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Regional

NEWS

Port Blair, India - “Visa on Arrival Facility is now available at nine (9)

airports in India for those planning or those interested in cruising the highly

intriguing superyacht destination – India’s Andaman Islands”, reports R. Rathnam

of Asia Pacific Superyachts Andaman Islands.

“This is another encouraging move from the Government of India in

welcoming tourists and visiting yachts to India.”  As reported in Delhi in early

December, India loosened its electronic visa policies for visitors from 43 nations,

including Australia, Brazil, Germany, and the U.S.

Rajiv Gandhi International Airport in Hyderabad was the first to report the

facility of an E-Visa gift for the citizens of 43 countries, officially starting

November 27, 2014. The Union Home Minister along with Tourism Minister

Mahesh Sharma in introducing the e-Visa facility noted the new system

generates the electronic version of a visa to visit India. The system is to make it

easier for tourists to travel to India, which usually requires applicants to wait

weeks before visas are issued. The new tourist e-visa is issued within a

maximum of 72 hours, regardless of working days or holidays that fall in the

time frame.

The ETA will be accepted (only) at the following international airports: Delhi,

Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Thiruvanathapuram, Kochi and

Goa. APS Andamans’ Mr. Rathnam recommends the Chennai and New Delhi

airports for those flying in to meet their arriving superyacht at Port Blair.

The changes are chiefly aimed at boosting international tourist visits to the

country. It is part of an Electronic Travel Authorization (ETA) Scheme which

requires visitors to apply online at least four days before leaving for India. The

visitor can then print a copy of the authorization and take it directly to

immigration authorities. Further restrictions include: valid for 30 days; and the e-

visa can only be obtained twice per year.

Unlike other visa regimes, it is reported there is no need to wait for a certain

time before re-applying for another visa under the TVoA-ETA system. Though it

is called visa-on-arrival, the new visa has to be applied for online before

travelling to India. Once the payment is made online and the visa is issued,

tourists have to keep a printout of the visa with them to show immigration

officials on arrival to India. To learn more visit https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/

tvoa.html

Part of India, the Andaman and Nicobar are a large group of nearly 572

islands, including islets and rocks, in the Bay of Bengal. Though a part of India

politically, the Andamans are closer to Myanmar and Thailand than to the India

mainland. 1400 km from mainland India and 1000 km from Thailand, the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands are one of the most remote spots on the planet.

The original inhabitants are various aboriginal tribes who mostly exist out of

the mainstream. There are some tribes who have had no contact whatsoever

with the rest of the world. And of the 572 islands, only nine are open to foreign

tourists, and all of these are in the Andamans.

Providing professional assistance with owners, guests and captain and crew

visas along with all clearances and paperwork and customized services to visiting

yachts throughout their journey, R. Rathnam and his APS Andamans team offer

a wide-range of services from arrival through an enchanting journey to departure.

(Article courtesy of Asia-Pacific Superyachts).

New E-Visa on Arrival for Superyachts to Andamans

  “Word is spreading amongst the

global Superyacht community that Langkawi, with its

unrivaled facilities and natural beauty, is also the place ‘to

get things done”, reports Captain Charlie Dwyer, heading

up Asia Pacific Superyachts Langkawi with Andrew

Middleton.

The duty free port includes a yard with a 500 Ton

Travel lift and duty free spare parts. The island is a great

hub destination with fuel less expensive than anywhere in

Asia and, as well, wine and liquor are all duty free.

The centerpiece of Malaysia’s tourist industry and the

premier yachting destination for the region, the duty free

Island of Langkawi offers plenty of 5-Star hotels, spas,

cultural attractions, internationally renowned golf courses

and a town center with all the modern facilities of a small

city to enjoy as your vessel is being attended to.

Offers a wealth of cruising opportunities from the

surrounding ninety-nine islands, visiting yachts will find

many white sand beaches, river systems, pristine rain

forests, abundant wildlife and caves and hilltops to explore.

The island is also within a day’s cruise of the islands of

Penang, Pangkor Laut, Butang Group, Phuket or the

Similans (depending on your cruising speed).

With its natural protection from the elements year

round, Captain Charlie says, “…the best time for cruising

is the Easterly Monsoon season, stretching from October

through April, when conditions provide a gentle 10-15

knot North Easterly breeze providing calm seas and blue

skies. And, South East Asia is a breath of fresh air to

Captains and Owners, with the Caribbean marinas filling up

so quickly.

The abundant cruising grounds, modern marinas (3

main marinas), cruise terminal and refit dock for berthing

vessels up to 200M L.O.A., fresh duty free supplies and

repair facilities for any yacht (whether sail or motor, mono

or multi hull), all make Langkawi a wonderful home during

the cold winters in Europe.

Photo Credit: Asia Pacific Superyachts

pr-comm@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

www.asia-pacific-superyachts.com

Langkawi, Superyachts’ Duty-Free Port

Just south of Thailand’s border and only 98 NM from
Phuket is the perfect Duty Free port for Superyachts…
Langkawi, Malaysia
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Setting Up
The 13

th

 Royal Langkawi

International Regatta (RLIR) 2015 welcomed

yachts from around the world to take part in

their regatta from 12th to 17
th

 of January. And

for the second straight year, good winds

welcomed the competitors; ever since

organizers moved the regatta back a week the

winds have been strong and continuous.

Since its inception in 2003, the RLIR

has become a popular event and one of the

most-anticipated regattas by the sailing

community in the region and beyond. This

13
th

 edition saw 40 entries; 12 from Malaysia, 7

from Great Britain, 5 from Australia, 4 from

Oi! skippered by Peter Ahern of Australia

blew the competition away with 10 straight

wins in the Racing Class to take it her second

Prime Minister’s Challenge Trophy.
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Thailand, 2 each from Singapore and

Russia, and 1 each from Austria, Denmark,

China, Hong Kong, Italy, New Zealand and

Japan, as well as  1 with dual Great Britain

and Australian registration.

Many of the RLIR regulars returned

to Langkawi, including My Toy, Foxy Lady

VI, Oi!, Jelita of Langkawi, Mata Hari,

Eveline and Andaman Cabriolet Nina.

The RLIR 2015 Organizing

Chairperson Y.M Tunku Soraya Dakhlah

binti Tunku Tan Sri Abdullah said, “I was

thrilled to welcome back many familiar

faces. Many of us crossed paths at our first

regatta in 2003 and have remained friends

since. We are also pleased to welcome many

new faces, joining us for the very first time.

This is an indication that our regatta is

gaining more recognition and attracting more

competitive sailing teams from around the

world to Langkawi.”

Making their debut at the RLIR 2015

were Alakaluff, Umineko, VG Offshore, Easy

& Free, Island Fling and Invictus Reward.

Teams competed for the Prime

Minister’s Challenge Trophy – for Racing

Photography  by Scott Murray
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Class yachts; the Commodore’s Challenge Cup

– for participants of club-registered cruisers; the

LADA-IRC Challenge Trophy – for

participants in the IRC 1 Class; the Langkawi

Sports Trophy – for participants in the Sports

Boat Class and the Malaysian Multihull

Challenge Cup – for participants in the

Multihull category.

The Racing class yachts were Peter

Ahern’s Oi! and three boats from the Royal

Malaysian Navy – Zuhal, Zurah and Utarid.

Foxy Lady VI and Island Fling were the

two to watch out for in the IRC-1 class while

the IRC 2 boats include Phoenix, Mata Hari and

Skybird.

The SMU team from Singapore, Siput,

Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron and the

Malaysia Sailing Association (MSA) team were

some of the Sport Boats to keep an eye on,

while the Multihulls on course were Andaman

Cabriolet Nina, Umineko, Galeforce and 2Fast4

You.  The Club Class was divided into Club

Cruising, while Ocean Rovers and White Sails

were combined.

Folding Sail
The regatta drew to a close after five

days of gusting winds and choppy seas raced

along the harbor and coastal courses.

Oi! skippered by Peter Ahern of

Australia blew the competition away with 10

straight wins in the Racing Class to take her

second Prime Minister’s Challenge Trophy.

Ahern won the Prime Minister’s Challenge

Trophy in the first three RLIRs with his

previous boat, Yo!

“This regatta has always been one of

our favourites and I can see it only getting

better. That’s because it’s about the quality of

the races rather than the number of

participants,” said Ahern.

Oi! won the regatta’s Round-the-

Island race, missing the record set by Frank

Pong’s RP75 Jelik last year by 15 minutes. The
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Bill Bremner’s crew on Foxy Lady VI defended

their LADA-IRC Challenge Trophy in the IRC

Class, winning eight of their 10 races.

28-nautical mile course encompasses all points

of sailing, and has been described as very

enjoyable and a good break from the

windward/leeward courses that tend to

dominate regattas these days. Due to the

gusting winds, and damage the Sportsboats

suffered early on they raced three inshore races

in Bass Harbour instead of going out for the long

sail.

Bill Bremner’s crew on Foxy Lady VI

defended their LADA-IRC Challenge Trophy

in the IRC Class, winning eight of their 10 races,

while RSYC Setia West secured the Langkawi

Sports Trophy after a week of intense

competition within the Sports Boat Class.

“We had some competition from Island

Fling and Fujin but I think it came down to our

crew and how solid they are in any condition so

it’s been a fantastic week,” said Foxy Lady Vl’s

Bremner.

Andaman Cabriolet Nina outclassed its

competitors to take the Malaysian Multihull

Challenge Cup and Club Cruiser Sophia’s

steady performance throughout the regatta

gave her the RLYC Commodore’s Challenge

Cup.

In the Ocean Rovers Class which is split

into two groups, My Toy topped Group A and

Chantique took the win in Group B after a total

of eight races.

Apart from the competition, participants

were treated to a series of social events

throughout the week of the regatta beginning

with the Official Opening Ceremony dinner on
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Andaman Cabriolet Nina & skipper Grenville

Fordham was awarded the Tunku Abdullah

Sportsmanship Award, voted for by all participants

for competitiveness, fair racing and comradeship.

13 January and culminating with the Closing

Ceremony party on 17 January.

Andaman Cabriolet Nina and its

skipper Grenville Fordham were awarded the

Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship Award, voted

for by all participants for competitiveness, fair

racing and comradeship, on water and land.

The Award honours the memory of the late

Founding Chairman and the first Commodore

of the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC),

Almarhum Tunku Tan Sri Abdullah Tuanku

Abdul Rahman.

“Congratulations to the winners and

participants for making this a successful

regatta. I also offer my gratitude the Ministry of

Tourism and Culture for their continued

support throughout the years, and to our

sponsors as our success is due to their support,”

said Y.M. Tunku Dato’ Yaacob Tunku Tan Sri

Abdullah, Commodore of the Royal Langkawi

Yacht Club.

Y.A Bhg. Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad,

former Prime Minister of Malaysia and Patron

of the Royal Langkawi Yacht Club, graced

the Closing Ceremony dinner and presented

the trophies to the winners of the Prime

Minister’s Challenge, the Langkawi Sports

Class, the Malaysia Multihull Challenge,

RLYC Commodore’s Challenge and the

Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship Award.

The LADA-IRC Class Trophy was

presented by Y. Bhg. Tan Sri Khalid Ramli,

the Chief Executive Officer of the Langkawi

Development Authority (LADA).

The Overall Class Prizes were

presented by Y. Bhg. Datuk Mirza

Mohammad Taiyab, representing the

Minister of Tourism & Culture Malaysia.

The Royal Langkawi International

Regatta (RLIR) 2015 is organized by the Royal

Langkawi Yacht Club (RLYC) and

sanctioned by the ISAF and Malaysian

Sailing Association (MSA), and supported by

the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Malaysia.

The RLIR is part of the Asian Yachting

Circuit.

For more information on the Royal

Langkawi Yacht Club, kindly visit the website

at www.langkawiregatta.com or contact

Wicky Sundram at

wickysundram@langkawiyachtclub.com .

Inquiries pertaining to RLIR 2015, kindly

contact the Regatta Secretariat at

office@langkawiregatta.com.
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Phuket Sailors do well at RLIR ‘15

HUKET sailors dominated the Multihull

class in blustery conditions at the Royal

Langkawi International Regatta this week to

claim the top two podium positions in the

division.

Grenville Fordham and Bob Mott co-

skippered Andaman Cabriolet Nina well in

winds of up to 25 knots to claim overall honors

in the Multihull class. Nina is a regular in the

Ao Chalong Yacht Club (ACYC) race series

and winner of the ACYC 2014 series.

“We’ve won this regatta before, but this

time was the most satisfying,” Fordham told

the Phuket Gazette after his return to Phuket.

“The competition was tough and, for

the first time, we were scored on a

performance-handicap system – which meant

that every time we did well our handicap got

worse! As a rule of thumb, the winner under

this system is the boat that improves most over

the series, so big thanks to our crew for their

hard work. The final positions were decided on

the last day, so there was no chance to ease up

along the way.”

Racing in 28-30 knots of apparent wind,

a sudden big gust lifted Nina’s starboard hull

high out of the water, he reported.

“We were sure we were going over, but

quick action by the crew fortunately got her

safely down again,” Fordham said. “This may

be par for the course on a small racing

catamaran, but it’s scary for a 38-foot

Phuket Sailors do well at RLIR ‘15

liveaboard yacht.

“After calculations, we estimate that

our hull-flying adventure had the starboard

hull at approximately 30 degrees, putting it

almost three meters – half our beam – out of

the water. It was a true ‘brown trouser’ moment

for yours truly on both helm and main sheet/

traveller!”

The near-capsize was a first for Nina,

Fordham noted, but added that another “first”

for Nina was, in retrospect, more amusing.

“Having been forced onto the

windward mark at the last rounding, the buoy

got stuck under our bridge deck and was

unmovable,” he recalled.

“The race officer announced to the

whole fleet of 40 yachts: ‘Your windward mark

is now the green catamaran Nina.’

“It will take a while to live that one

down…”

Nina’s nearest rival was another Phuket

boat and ACYC regular racer, Kirill

Stashevskly’s stealth catamaran GaleForce,

which placed second in the class.

Fellow Phuket sailor Niels Degenkolw

on Phoenix, based at Yacht Haven at the

north of the island, also raced well in the strong

winds to place third in IRC 2, which was won

by Malaysian boat Mata Hari.  

Another ACYC regular, Patinyakorn

“Ging” Buranrom on Sansiri Windstar, placed

sixth in the class. 

P

Story by Chris Husted, Phuket Gazette
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Our multinational crew of mostly

experienced offshore Clipper-trained

sailors had been practising hard for

the two weeks prior to the Boxing

Day start, so were well acquainted

with the 10-year-old CV10.

Deckeye view of    t

Storm Bay, approaching Hobart, lived up to its reputation with 40
knots of wind on the nose as we bashed our way under storm
sails towards the famed organ pipes at Cape Raoul.

The Clipper 68 is an ocean racing yacht, so sturdily designed by
Englishman Ed Dubois.

Steering was difficult on the first night when the wind
rose to nearly 30 knots, creating steep cross seas.
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s our yacht powered up to the start line with 18

crew bustling around the decks of the 68-foot

Clipper Ventures 10, I briefly contemplated

what lay ahead in this 70
th

 Rolex Sydney-Hobart race,

reports KEVIN GREEN

Firstly, a harbour strewn with 117 other race

yachts, and a starboard tack among them, as we broad-

reached to the middle of the three start lines. Up ahead

loomed the black hull of the super-maxi Comanche that

glinted in the bright sunlight before disappearing

behind the grey sails of race favourite Wild Oats XI. In

a mere four minutes Comanche would be out of the

Sydney Heads pursued by Oats while we shouted our

way through the mid-fleet throng with English skipper

Piers Dudin shouting “starboard” to the armada of

smaller yachts that jostled us. Overhead, sky writing

declared the number “70” as a reminder of the editions

of this great 628 mile race south to Tasmania and the

old seafaring town of Hobart, a favourite port for the

clipper ships sailing the Great Circle Route through the

Southern Ocean. Now, our modern Clipper Ventures

ship was on its way there with an expected time of four

days, if we survived the first night’s southerly buster

that slammed into us as the crowds on South Head

waved their goodbyes to us. With a reefed mainsail,

staysail and Yankee foresail bar tight we bounced our

way past Bondi Beach as the crew held on tightly to the

rail. With four circumnavigations and more than

140,000 miles under her GRP hull, Clipper Ventures 10

is a proven ocean racing yacht and definitely my

preferred ride in the fleet as the heavy hull sedately

thuds into the oncoming two metre swells.

f    the Rolex Sydney-Hobart race
Story and photos by Kevin Green

Clipper Ventures 10 crew sailing past Sydney Heads on their way
to Hobart.

A
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A really great part of the Clipper

experience is that everyone is trained to

do every job; including steering, even

though some junior crew can decline

should they feel not quite ready.

Tasman Island photo by Rolex/Daniel Forster.

Multinational crew
Our multinational crew of mostly

experienced offshore Clipper-trained sailors

had been practising hard for the two weeks prior

to the Boxing Day start, so were well

acquainted with the 10-year-old CV10. Being a

newcomer to the boat, this was something I

appreciated, as they showed me the ropes

during the first afternoon, while we bashed our

way down the New South Wales coast. Around

us the wind steadily rose to about 30 knots and

grey clouds scudded past as the fleet spread out,

with some choosing to tack inshore and others

stood on in search of a push from the famed East

Australian Current.

On the helm, in the late afternoon, I

wrestled with the bucking wheel as the bow of

the CV10 cut through the top of swells, while I

spun it down to ease the landing of the 30-ton

hull in the troughs. Exhilarating steering, and

something most helmsman thrive on but with

my four-hour watch ending it was time to go

below to my pipecot and pull the lee cloth high

to prevent me being bucked out amid the sail

bags. As the last to join the crew, inevitably I

had the worst berth, right in the bow, so the rise

and fall slammed me against the bunk above

while my feet banged against the forward

bulkhead. Welcome to a bumpy night of ocean

racing, I wryly contemplated as my head rested

on my kitbag in order to bring on some fitful

sleep while my stomach wrestled to hold in the

night’s dinner of spaghetti Bolognese. It seemed

like the blink of an eyelid before the calloused

hand of sailing master Wayne Reed was

nudging me awake for the night watch, so with

The 628 mile Rolex Sydney-Hobart course.

By day two on Saturday we were becalmed then
northerly winds allowed us to have a kite run for about
24 hours.
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head torch on I scrambled to clamber in to a

warm layer followed by oilskins, lifejacket and

harness before grimly climbing the heaving

ladder to reach the cockpit, where my three

other watch-mates braced themselves on the

steeply heeled deck. Ahead of us the dark

silhouettes on the horizon turned out to be coal

ships, notifying us that we were off

Wollongong, 50 miles south of Sydney. As we

sped past at 10 knots my eyes stung with

constant sea spray that clouded the compass

reading of 180 degrees for our rhumb line

course; while I willed daylight’s arrival to cheer

us all up.

Morning showed the low lying coast to

starboard and another clear sunlight day to

enjoy. “There’s a shark,” crewman Alex from

Wales called out as we passed the flopping fin

of what turned out to be a sunfish. Growing to

nearly the size of a small car they are

hazardous; and, in fact, ended the race of the

100-foot super-maxi Perpetual Loyal that very

day, along with about six other yachts that had

been badly shaken during the night. But our

own problem was looming as a high pressure

system hovered over to suck the wind pressure,

leaving us lolling for hours as lighter weight

competitors sneaked inshore and offshore of us

to snatch what zephyrs there was. These

included the Sailors with Disabilities yacht that

stole inshore and over the horizon, where mares

tales in the afternoon sky foretold yet another

change coming. To while away the time a quiet

lunch of quiche and salad was handed up on

deck and the news from the scheduled call-up

showed us now firmly at the back half of the 109

fleet. A glaring sun drove us to smother ourselves

in sun cream and strip off the damp oilskins,

before the reefs were shaken out of the mainsail

and the heavy Yankee headsail changed up to

the largest; the number 1.

Many of our crew had flown from Europe

for this race so they were enjoying the warm

sailing and their first Rolex Sydney to Hobart.

Pamela from Aberdeen had swapped shifts with

a co-worker to escape her stint on a North Sea oil

rig for a few weeks, while young racing sailor

Sang Cho was the first South Korean to sail with

Clipper Ventures; but both were Clipper

veterans with plenty of offshore experience, so

were revelling in their first Hobart. They would

need all this experience and training in the

ensuing 24 hours, as the northerly wind filled in

and spinnaker work commenced. It began with

Author Kevin Green enjoying the Hobart race start.
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Our Clipper 68 was built for ocean racing

so all equipment was very heavy and

required plenty of crew to handle most

jobs including the heaving of the sail bags

from our crew quarters to the deck.

the hoisting of the biggest spinnaker, our

number 1 asymmetric. Our boat was a training

yacht for the crews going on the new Clipper 70s

so had been changed to asymmetric spinnakers

and flew these from a small bowsprit retro-fitted.

Unlike other competitors our Clipper 68 was

built for ocean racing so all equipment was very

heavy and required plenty of crew to handle

most jobs including the heaving of the sail bags

from our crew quarters to the deck.

Bass Strait kite run
Down at the navigation station skipper

Piers made the obligatory High Frequency radio

call at Green Cape to say we were proceeding

over Bass Strait. As the wind rose to above 15

knots we reduced sail to the smaller spinnaker

which meant some of us had to go below decks

for 30 minutes to re-tie the big kite with woollen

string and repack it, ready for its next

deployment. Sweating and tired we gasped our

way through the work as CV 10 sped into the

night but were cheered by the off-watch crew

cooking roast pork and savoury rice for dinner

with Christmas cake for dessert. Back on the

helm again a clear sky showed all the stars,

allowing me to steer towards the Southern Cross

as shoreward a half moon rose to lighten up the

swells while brilliant phosphorescent trails

silhouetted  the paths of dolphins that darted

across our bow waves. “Brilliant,” declared health

worker Sharon who’d flown down from

Queensland to become a mainstay in the pit,

where all the halyards were hoisted from. But

there wasn’t much time for contemplation as the

on-watch of eight crew rotated between jobs.

For me, a really great part of the Clipper

experience is that everyone is trained to do every

job; including steering, even though some junior

crew can decline should they feel not quite

ready. Controlling the spinnaker can be one of

the more physical and stressful jobs, so as the wind

rose as we sped across Bass Strait, crew were

rotated every 15 minutes from their stance on the

foredeck holding the heavy spinnaker sheet. “I

found the Clipper training fairly intense but

worthwhile,” explained Melbourne doctor

Stephen who was one of the few not to have done

a Clipper round-the-world leg, instead enjoying

cruising his own S&S 34. Meantime, the Sunday

afternoon in Hobart was being enlivened with

the arrival of winner Wild Oats XI after a mere

two days and two hours at sea.

Forty knots at Tasman Island
But as on my previous Rolex Sydney-

Hobart the weather had more challenges in store

for us as we passed Maria Island midway down

the Tasman shore. Our Predictwind software was

showing 30-to-to 40 knot westerly winds for our

Celebrating the 70th Rolex Sydney-
Hobart where 117 yachts set off for the
628 mile race south.

The sturdily built Clipper 68 took us safely to Hobart with no breakages.

Punching into a growing southerly swell on Boxing Day.
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approach to the fabled Storm Bay, the 40 miles

of water that led into Hobart, so as Sunday night

turned into Monday and the wind rose we

doused our spinnaker and ran goose-winged,

with the Yankee headsail poled out on the long

alloy spinnaker pole that required four crew to

move. Following seas rose to above two metres as

our latitude fell to 41 degrees south, prompting

Alex to declare that it was similar to his

Southern Ocean Clipper experience. As the

towering cliffs of Tasman Island became

shrouded we braced for the inevitable wind

blast. I laboured with novice Australian sailor

Jay to pull the orange storm trysail forward then

hank it onto the forestay as the wind shrieked to

40 knots, before clambering below to do my turn

on the washing-up. The galley was in chaos as

outside a huge blast spun the boat, causing the

boiling kettle to jump out of its fiddles and fly

across the galley while dishes flew like confetti

and I cursed loudly at the weather Gods.

But much worse was to follow for others.

Rounding into Storm Bay, a small Cessna plane

flew past at mast height heading north to where

another back marker yacht, Mistraal, laboured.

This turned out to be the last flight and moments

for the 28-year-old pilot and 61-year-old Hobart

photographer as unbeknown to us it fatally

plunged into the sea. We meantime bashed

shoreward across the inky black night in Storm

Bay before our friend the moon rose to once again

shine on us as we passed the famous Tin Pot light

and the finish line on the sheltered Derwent

River.

China Clipper 2015/16
Clipper Ventures is recruiting for next

year’s Rolex Sydney-Hobart race and the famous

40,000 mile round the world race. The company’s

new Clipper 70 yachts will also call at Qingdao,

China, during Leg 5 of the 2015/16 race that

takes 11 gruelling months.  For more information:

www.clipperroundtheworld.com 

Apart from four of us, most of the 18 crew was competing in their first Rolex Sydney-Hobart but their thorough Clipper training kept them safe.
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MIDDLE EAST’S SUPER WEALTHY EYE
SUPERYACHT OWNERSHIP IN BUILD-UP TO ANNUAL

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW

MIDDLE EAST’S SUPER WEALTHY EYE
SUPERYACHT OWNERSHIP IN BUILD-UP TO ANNUAL

DUBAI INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW

uperyacht Builders Association:

Region’s Ultra-High Net Worth

Individuals Have Highest Propensity

in World For Superyacht Ownership

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
The Middle East and Africa region

leads the world in superyacht demand, with

more than half of the region’s ultra-high net

worth individuals (UHNWI) likely to own or

buy a superyacht, according to the

Superyacht Builders Association (SYBAss)

whose members are participating in the

upcoming Dubai International Boat Show.

The 23
rd

 edition of Dubai

International Boat Show, organised by Dubai

World Trade Centre (DWTC), will run from

3-7 March 2015, reinforcing Dubai’s status as

one of the world’s leading luxury yacht

destinations, with superyacht ownership

continuing to rise.

“According to our latest SYBAss

Economic Report, the propensity to buy a

superyacht among UHNWIs in the Middle East

and Africa has increased to 51%, from 48% last

year. This means that more than half the

UHNWIs in the region are likely to own or buy a

superyacht – the highest proportion in the

world,” said Robert van Tol, Operational

Director, Superyacht Builders Association

(SYBAss).

“Globally, demand for superyachts is

increasing although not as much as wealth is: we

are at an all-time high for wealth and we are also

at an all-time high in terms of numbers of

UHNWIs,” van Tol added.

To best promote the Superyacht

experience and lifestyle, SYBAss will again

represent the world’s leading superyacht builders

at the Dubai International Boat Show, bringing

them together in one dedicated platform at the

Superyacht Life Area of the show’s Marina

Display.

S
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Growth in global demand for
superyachts

“After some rough economic waters,

there is a quiet feeling of optimism, interest and

vitality in the market,” said Marcel

Onkenhout, CEO of Oceanco, a SYBAss

member and custom yacht builder of yachts in

the 80+ metre range. “This region will become

even more important as marinas and yachting

facilities are developed in the Middle East and

the Gulf.”

Oceanco, which is a long-time exhibitor

at Dubai International Boat Show, currently

has seven projects under construction in the 85

metres to 110 metres category, according to

Onkenhout, and is on track to open a state-of-

the-art facility at the beginning of this year to

accommodate the construction of superyachts

up to 140 meters in length.

The market is continuing to see a

growth in the size of superyachts under

construction. According to Showboats

International’s 2015 Global Order Book, orders

have increased by 25% over 2014 for yachts

larger than 250 feet in length, and there is a

record number of builds breaking the 100-

metre barrier.

Local superyacht builders announce
new projects

Dubai’s importance to the superyacht

industry has been underlined by the recent

announcement that the UAE’s Gulf Craft is to

invest USD 100 million in a new shipyard

located in Dubai Maritime City to build a

global luxury yacht manufacturing facility.

Gulf Craft, a global top 10 superyacht

manufacturer in 2014, is expected to deliver 13

new project builds in 2015 according to

Showboats International, totalling more than

1,500 feet.

Another UAE-based luxury yacht

manufacturer, Al Shaali Marine, will unveil its

new USD 5.45 million AS100 model

superyacht at the Dubai International Boat

Show, which it describes as the first of its kind

designed and manufactured in the Middle

East.

 Dubai International Boat Show has a

demonstrated track record of having secured

more than 20% of its overall annual attendance

from HNWIs (high net worth individuals are

defined as having investable finance in excess

of USD1 million). According to Wealth-X,

UHNWI spending on yachting assets will grow

25% from 2013’s USD 13 billion to USD 16.3

billion by 2020.

The 23
rd

 edition of Dubai International Boat

Show, organised by Dubai World Trade

Centre (DWTC), will run from 3-7 March

2015, reinforcing Dubai’s status as one of

the world’s leading luxury yacht destinations,

with superyacht ownership continuing to rise.
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Expanded show features
Beyond the Superyacht Life Area, Dubai

International Boat Show visitors can attend this

year’s show sectors: Marina Display, Outdoor

Display, Marine Luxury and Lifestyle, Equipment

Supplies and Services, Dive Middle East Exhibition

(DMEX), and the Supercar Promenade.

In addition to the already packed

programme, visitors will also be able to experience

the show’s newest features: DIBS Sailing, DIBS

Fishing and DIBS Watersports, industry areas

supporting strong sales growth over the last several

years.

Key returning partners include Italian

luxury watch brand Officine Panerai together with

Bombardier, the world’s only manufacturer of both

planes and trains, as a Supporting Partner.

“We want to make the Dubai International

Boat Show a better experience every year and we

are always looking at innovative ways we can

achieve this. With Dubai firmly established on the

global marketplace for superyachts, the Dubai

International Boat Show is an essential part of the

industry calendar, attracting exhibitors and

companies from around the world,” said Trixie

LohMirmand, Senior Vice President of DWTC.

The 23rd Dubai International Boat Show at

Dubai International Marine Club - Mina Seyahi is

open to trade visitors and the general public from

3pm – 9.30pm daily from 3-7 March 2015. 

About Dubai International Boat Show:
www.boatshowdubai.com

Dubai International Boat Show, the most trusted

and established marine industry exhibition in the Middle

East, is a showcase of yachts and boats from both local

and international builders together with the latest

innovations in marine equipment and accessories. The

multi-award winning show showcases the latest leisure

boats, equipment and associated services in the Middle

East. Exhibitors include both local and international boat

manufacturers as well as the latest innovations in marine

equipment and supplies. More than 26,000 international

and local visitors attend including key buyers from Bahrain,

Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia

 About Dubai World Trade Centre (DWTC)
www.dwtc.com

Dubai World Trade Centre offers more than 34

years’ experience of delivering world-class events in the

Middle East, providing local, regional and international

exhibitors with unmatched expertise and in-depth market

knowledge. 

Our team organises 20 of the largest and most

successful international and regional shows in Middle

East, providing an ideal platform for business development

in the region. Our commitment to on-going innovation

within the exhibition industry has supported the rapid

growth and development of a wide range of business-

to-business and business-to-consumer shows, and delivered

consistent satisfaction to exhibitors and visitors.

Dubai’s importance to the superyacht

industry has been underlined by the recent

announcement that the UAE’s Gulf Craft is to

invest USD 100 million in a new shipyard

located in Dubai Maritime City to build a

global luxury yacht manufacturing facility.
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Regional

NEWS

Asia Pacific Superyachts Indonesia GM Richard Lofthouse held a

celebrated event in Phuket to launch the first comprehensive Cruising Guide to

Indonesia.

The festive event was attended by over 20 superyacht captains from all the

leading yachts based in Phuket. The APS team reports it was a great evening,

complete with dinner, drinks and many a shared cruising experience with each captain

happily departing with a complimentary copy of the 250-page guide tucked under his/

her arm.

The Cruising Guide to Indonesia, written by Andy Scott over a period of 5-plus

years, contains a wealth of information, including over 320 anchorages. This is the

first time such a comprehensive guide to the amazing cruising destination of

Indonesia has been released and the many captains in attendance were very

impressed at the volume of information on offer within the Guide.

APS Indonesia has pioneered Indonesia as a superyacht destination, bringing in

over 200 yachts since 2008. It is fitting that the Superyacht Agency should contribute and support the production of

the first comprehensive Cruising Guide to Indonesia.

“Andy has done a terrific job compiling this first edition,” said Richard Lofthouse. “As a captain himself, he has

many miles under his hull in Indonesia and there is no anchorage included in the Guide, which he has not personally

visited.”

The Guide also contains a section on how to bring a boat into Indonesia, written by Lofthouse. “When Andy asked

me, I was really happy to contribute but worried he may not have enough space!” Lofthouse joked. “There are many dimensions and variables which

we as a company over the years have looked to offset. But still they remain and Indonesia is such a huge country that there will always be

variables. What we have done with the Guide is to highlight some of these and make Indonesia that little bit more accessible.”

The Guide is on sale in Australia and Indonesia and can also be purchased through APS offices in Phuket, Thailand and Bali.

“It made sense for Asia Pacific Superyachts to be closely aligned with the Guide. We are a company with a proven track record and trusted by

captains everywhere. Clearly, when publishing a guide, you want to be associated with that level of reliability. On our side, we have worked for many

years to open up Indonesia and we are just thrilled to be involved to help Andy’s guide get in all the right hands!”

For more on the Cruising Guide to Indonesia visit http://www.cruisingguideindonesia.com For more on APS Indonesia visit http://asia-pacific-

superyachts.com/region/indonesia/

APS INDONESIA CONTACT: bali@asia-pacific-superyacht.com

APS Indonesia Launches First “Cruising Guide to Indonesia”

Indonesia—”Asia

Pacific Superyachts Indonesia is

proud to report some significant

changes to policy for visiting yachts

which will make cruising Indonesia

even easier!” Reporting from Asia

Pacific Superyachts Indonesia, Richard

Lofthouse and Jimmy Blee announce

the following welcomed news.

The two most significant changes

are:

✹ An online CAIT process for

agents which will reduce CAIT process

time from 1 month to around 1

working day (as yet untested).

✹ Local clearances are abolished

so we only need to clear at first and

last port of call. This is a huge

change and APS Indonesia has

protested long and hard against this and we are thrilled to finally have this actioned.

APS was invited to attend the recent coordination meeting for foreign yacht

entry / exit Ports of Indonesia; hosted by the Sea Transportation Department in

Jakarta. This meeting highlighted the clarifications to Perpres 79 (2011) made

under Perpres 180 (2014) such as:

1. Foreign yachts ONLY need clearances at first entry and last exit ports;

domestic clearances are NOT necessary. The SPB sailing permit issued by

Harbormaster at first entry port covers all domestic travel up to exit port.

2. Cruising Permits from now on are issued via e-CAIT online system and both

agents and private individuals can apply online at: https://caitagen.kemlu.go.id/#.

3. e-CAITs will be issued in the shortest time possible; aiming for 24 hours

approval. Our clients will still apply through us but we are able as registered agents

Indo Superyacht Cruising Just Got Easier!

to complete the process faster online.

4. Foreign yacht Owners and their representatives can sign

the guarantee for Customs temporary import (this was not

specified in Perpres 79).

5. Foreign yachts are forbidden from commercial activity

within Indonesian waters; no chartering.

6. New marine tourism facilities can be public - private

partnerships and local Government are encouraged to facilitate

such development.

During the meeting Customs and Immigration committed

to aligning their processes with the online system, although

how long and what format this make take is unclear.

“We consider this the biggest change to Indonesia’s

foreign yacht policy and are excited to see how it all

translates in reality during the coming years”, announced APS

Indonesia.

Asia Pacific Superyachts Indonesia remains the leading

and most established specialist Superyacht Agency in Indonesia

having brought over 150 yachts into Indonesia over a six year

period, including many of the world’s biggest Superyachts.

Photo Credit: Asia Pacific Superyachts Indonesia

Media Contact: pr-comm@asia-pacific-superyachts.com

APS Indonesia: Regional Office

Kompleks Perkantoran, Simpang Siur Square Kuta Blok D2,

Jalan Setiabudi, Kuta, Bali 80361

Indonesia Phone & Fax + 62 (361) 759723 bali@asia-

pacific-superyachts.com

www.asia-pacific-superyachts.com
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The completely

renovated

shipyard has

individual

production units

for rent
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Saloon.

Tender.

 Flybridge.

Interior Saloon-Galley.

Luxury Solar Power Catamaran gold.
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akri Cono Shipyard is the renowned

specialist in Asia for custom yachts of

any kind - sail, power, mono and

multihulls up to 150 feet. The innovative yard

conceives highly value-added boats in

collaboration with naval architect, Albert

Nazarov, and his international team at

Albatros Marine Design.

BAKRI CONO / NORTHOP &
JOHNSON  AGREEMENT

In November 2014 Bakri Cono

Shipyard and Northrop & Johnson signed an

exclusive agreement to market and develop

sales for the 65, 80 and 105 Power Catamarans.

Northrop & Johnson, founded in 1949,  has a

reputation in yachting as the world’s foremost

authority on sale, purchase, charter,

management and new construction of luxury

superyachts. Bakri Cono’s collaboration with

Northrop & Johnson’s resulted in an increased

interest in larger yachts while incorporating

environment-friendly boating and green, fuel-

saving technologies.

LUXURY YACHTS  BUILT IN THAILAND
Bakri Cono’s HELIOTROPE 65’, fits

those requirements perfectly. Launched last year

and debuting at PIMEX 2015 and Pattaya 2015

yacht shows she attracted major attention as the

first luxury solar-assisted yacht in the world. The

Heliotrope 65 is a mixed energy watercraft

including 35 sqm of the highest performance

Solar panels, producing up to 7 kW of solar

energy.

A sophisticated computerized system

manages the energy consumption so the yacht

can be anchored in tropical paradise and be fully

operational without a sound. Running the 4x300

Lt deep freezer, 2 kitchen fridges, 279 Led Hella

marine lights, 4 plate induction cooker, 8kg

washing machine, dish washer and the air-con is

no problem at all.  Without humming  engine or

generator noise in the background spoiling the

mood,  one can listen to the Multizone Fusion

entertainment system playing softly, while

watching  the stars and the yacht’s 14 blue

underwater lights.  

B
H65 Luxury Solar Power Catamaran.
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PMG MARINE COMPLEX
With several orders on the

books, the shipyard decided they

would soon need more space and the

yard moved to larger premises this

year. Bakri Cono’s new home is at

PMG Marine, Thailand’s largest

shipyard complex measuring over

20,000 sqm. The yard was rigourously

renovated, improved and extended

and now has 6 individual production

units, each from 1200 to 1250 sqm and

12 meters high. All units have

individual water and power supplies,

office space, bathrooms, storage

facilities and direct access to the sea.

Several production units are still

available for a long lease period.

LOCATION, LOCATION,
LOCATION

PMG Marine Complex is

strategically located on the Eastern

Seaboard of the Gulf of Thailand, 1

kilometer from the Commercial Deep

Sea Port of Mat Ta Put, facilitating

overseas export. Bangkok Airport is a

2-½ hour drive and the International

Airport of U-Tapao a half-hour car

ride away.  Furthermore the yard will

be close to the train station of the soon

to be constructed Bullet Train

scheduled to run from Bangkok to

Rayong.

CONTACT INFO
Bakri Cono
Bernard Lamprecht - General Manager
E: bernard@bakricono.com   T: +66  87 506 5398

Northrop & Johnson
Bart Kimman - CEO Northrop & Johnson Asia
E : bart.kimman@northropandjohnson.com  T :
+852 9759 7845

Bakri Cono and Northrop and Johnson Team.
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REASONS  TO  RENT  PRODUCTION  UNITS AT  PMG
COMPLEX

The shipyard is under European management and production

units 1, 2 and 5 of the shipyard comply with German Lloyd Standards,

which allows yachts to be built  “In Class”.

There is the possibility to obtain B.O.I. Tax exemption

privileges.

A fresh water trial basin of 24 x 11m is located on site to conduct

95% of the regular sea trial and water proofing tests (for yachts up to

80’), without bringing salt water and mud onto the newly constructed

yacht.

A wide launching ramp provides easy access to the waterfront.

The beach area in front of the yard measures 4000 sqm.

There are several independent workshops, including an

upholstery facility and conference rooms, separate air-conditioned

storage for chemical products and administrative facilities are available

on ‘space sharing’ basis in sector 3. 

The site is well protected: it is not only gated but also has 24

hours security.

The shipyard has a strong environmental commitment:

rainwater is collected, filtered and recycled for use in the shipyard.

Soon, solar energy will be used for part of the daily power needs.

Looks also matter and - quite unusual for a factory site – trees, a

flourishing garden and well-tended, immaculate grounds surround the

yard.

Individuals and parties interested to lease production units are

invited to contact  Bakri Cono for more information.

Visit the Heliotrope 65’ at:

Malaysia: March 2015 in Langkawi, Penang and Port Dixon

Singapore Yacht Show: 23-26 April 2015 at the Northrop &

Johnson Berth

Hong Kong: Mid to end May 2015

Before side wall hall.

After side wall hall.

Before courtyard.

After courtyard.

Before garden testing bassin.

After garden testing bassin.

7 days.
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he Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT)

Trat Office, in collaboration with Trat

province, the Royal Thai Navy, Ocean

Marina, Gulf Charters, Bangkok Airways and Voyage

magazine recently organized the Trat Sailing Fest

2015 between 23 - 26 January in Trat province to

promote tourism in Trat and publicize the Trat

archipelago as a great place to sail.

Trat features 52 islands, including Koh Chang,

the second largest island in Thailand—all main

attractions drawing tourists from around the world to

experience the area’s spectacular beaches and crystal

clear seas. Today, there is an increasing trend of

foreign tourists sailing and mooring thru the Trat

archipelago experiencing the beauty of beaches and

bays such as Hat Khlong Phrao and Ao Salak Phet in

Koh Chang, Ao Suan Yai in Ko Mak, and Ao Yai, and

Hat Khlong Chao in Ko Kood.

The TAT Trat Office started the Trat Sail

Fest to promote the area to tourists in the hi-end

market, who prefer peace and privacy. The sailing

lifestyle, scenic destinations and premium

accommodation were offered as selling products. The

TAT Invites Yachties to    
Trat Sailing Fest 2015 helped create awareness to

tourists worldwide that Trat is indeed a high-end

destination for yachties.

Activities promoted during the event included

sailing through the Koh Chang archipelago in the

Trat Sea and visiting well-known island destinations

such as Koh Lao Ya, Koh Rang, Koh Mak, and Koh

Kood, acclaimed to be the “Gems of the Eastern Sea”.

The TAT also made sailors aware of the opportunity

to snorkel, see coral reefs and colourful fish shoals at

Mu Koh Rang, and go scuba diving at “Ruea Chang”,

Trat’s new diving attraction.

At the welcoming reception, staged by the

Emerald Cove Hotel in Koh Chang, gifts were

presented to sponsors of the event. The next morning

a group of dancers put on a Hawaiian dance show.

VIP guests in attendance included Mr. Narong

Theerachandharangkoon, the Governor of Trat

Province; Mr. Klissada Ratanapruk, the Executive

Director of TAT’s Eastern Region; and Rear Admiral

Sunan Monthardplin, representing the Yacht Racing

Association of Thailand (YRAT).  The dinghies then

set off to race off of Koh Chang while the yachts

motor-sailed to Koh Kood via Koh Mak.

Returning from Ko Kood the next day some of

the boats stopped off at Hat San Chao on Mu Ko Rang

National Park at Ruea Chang Point to marvel at the

underwater beauty of the Trat Sea.

Deer on Koh Kradak.

Gulf Charters own cat.

T
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o     Explore Trat’s Emerald Seas
Emerald Cove.Dinghies participating in Trat Sail Fest.

Opening ceremonies dance. Fire breathing demonstration.

The beauty of Koh Mak.Enjoying the Sail Fest.

Trat's lovely beaches.
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Cruising the Trat Sea archipelago
The number of yachts visiting the Trat

archipelago has been increasing every year. It is

estimated that there are approximately 700 - 850

tourists who sail yachts across the Trat Sea. Most

sail on their own traveling to Trat to rent yachts to

visit the islands in the Trat Sea. Nationalities

include Russian, British, Swedish, German, and

French. They sail across the Trat Sea and stop by at

islands such as, Koh Chang, Koh Mak, Mu Koh

Rang, Koh Wai, and Koh Kood. Tourists say they

are impressed with the beautiful scenery of the 52

islands in the archipelago, where nature, serenity,

and clean beaches combine with various types of

accommodation to welcome tourists. Koh Chang’s

marinas can accommodate tourists and their

yachts.

Gulf Charters to the rescue
The Trat Sail Fest was put together very

quickly and wouldn’t have happened if not for the

help of Gulf Charters, the biggest sail charter

company on Thailand’s Eastern Seaboard.  CEO

Ron Ptatson, and Charter Operations Manager Phil

Harper, quickly made available seven boats: Thai

Angel, an Island Spirit Sail 380; Kinnaree, an Island

Spirit Sail 380; Constanza, a Beneteau Oceanis 461;

My Shangri-La, a Lagoon 38; Rangiroa – a

Nautitech 40; Katiti, a Athena 38; and Grace of

Rockfleet a Beneteau 44. Gary Baguley of Blue

Seas Marine also participated with his sleek El

Coyote.

Gulf Charters used to organize an annual

Songkran flotilla on the same route, so they have

plenty of experience sailing these waters and even

put out their own sailing guide to the area.

List of the Yacht Marinas on Koh

Chang, Trat Province.

Siam Royal View Port, Ao Khlong Son, Koh
Chang.

Capacity: approximately 70 yachts

depending on the size of boats ranging from 20 – 60

feet.

Mooring fee:

30 Baht/foot/day

450 Baht/foot/month

350 Baht/foot/year

Facilities
Marina pub, clubhouse, restaurant, shower

rooms, activities ground, shuttle car, and

accommodation.

Koh Chang Marina, Ao Salak Phet, Koh
Chang

Capacity: approximately 14 yachts for the

sizes of boats between 20 – 60 feet.

Mooring fee: 170 Baht/foot/month

Facilities
Marina pub, clubhouse, restaurant, shower

rooms, activities ground, and accommodation.

Contact Info
Interested persons can request further

information at the TAT Trat Office, Tel. (66) 0 3959

7259-60 (working hours; or e-mail

tattrat_5@hotmail.com.

Participants on deer island.

Relaxing at anchor.

Ron Ptatson of Gulf Charters.

Good luck bear on Constanza.
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here are various valid

points of view when

considering whether to

buy a new or used yacht and

despite vehement professions

either way, it all boils down to the

buyer’s decision.

The first and overriding

factor of the purchase decision is

to make sure your choice is based

on the type of boat that will best

suit your needs.

The selection criteria

narrows once you decide

whether you want a monohull or

multihull; to do recreational

sailing or racing; by day or live-

aboard and whether your sailing

will be in local, coastal  or offshore

waters.

Other factors to be

considered are your likely crew

numbers, especially the

minimum number needed to sail

the boat safely, which dictates

equipment layout and specific

accommodation requirements

with relevant standards required,

the location where the boat will

be stored and maintained with

the prevailing requirements and

restrictions.

Seldom are there no

compromises in yachts but

frequently those purchasing new

boats can get closer to their

“perfect” boat while the

compromises on used boats are

usually more numerous so their

buyers definitely need to

prioritize their requirements.

Manufacturers of new

boats are generally well tuned in

to their market and their boats

tend to be more spacious and easy

to handle than their predecessors

but you pay more on initial

purchase.

Buying a Yacht -

Used vs. New

T
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Factor New Boat Used Boat

Initial Cost Higher Lower

Insurance Higher Lower

Berthing Same Same

Extra Equipment on Purchase Higher Lower

Freight Required Not Required

Commissioning Required Not Required

Survey Costs Not Required Required

Scheduled Maintenance Same Same

Unscheduled Maintenance Lower Higher

Repair & Replacement Lower Higher

For the majority of people their total

budget is a limiting factor. This includes not

only the purchase price but also the annual

budget for maintenance and the inevitable

replacements.

Storage is a fixed expense as it is based

on the boat’s size so there is no comparative

difference but not so with insurance which

varies with the value of the boat.

It’s generally said that around 10% of

the yacht’s value will be the maintenance

expense.

Unfortunately this 10% is far from

uniform.

New boats come with warranty and

after-sales service while used boats do not.

Frequently buyers of used yachts

spend reasonable amounts re-equipping their

new boats to meet their requirements, which

is not included in the 10%.

Also deferred maintenance can be a

factor on used boats that have had “patch-

up” repairs rather than replacements which

usually result in very expensive replacements

down the track.

Many owners have bought big cheap

used boats and been shocked by the fact that

all the equipment is expensive; the heavier

the boat, the more weight the equipment

needs to handle.

When selecting a new boat there

should be options available to ensure the new

owner has the equipment they require, but

this does add to the boat’s all-up price.

Used boats are a mixed bag as some

sellers have been meticulous with their

maintenance while some have not.

All components of yachts are

relatively expensive so the projected “use by

dates” of the equipment needs to be factored

in for used boats.

It’s also worth noting that in these

days of built in obsolescence, that parts may

no longer be available to repair equipment on

older boats, requiring replacement with new

fittings.

Safety equipment needs to be

purchased for new yachts. Used boats usually

have this equipment but often buyers have to update

this.

In addition, survey costs for used boats are

borne by the buyer.

I’ve often heard it said that new boats

depreciate the first time they sail.

It’s a mistake to think what the resale value

will be years later.

Seldom do you recover your costs whether you

purchase a new boat or used boat.

Buying a private boat is not a cash investment,

rather than an investment for your pleasure.

With a new boat you should have a relatively

easy time with replacements/repairs for quite a while,

which you would not expect to have with a used boat.

Some people find that the time spent arranging work

on the boat significantly erodes their fun time on the

water...others actually enjoy it.

The new boat costs more and the used less so

the worth of the trade-off is a totally personal decision.

It’s wise to have a cost assessment that is as

complete as possible before proceeding with any

purchase.

The table below might help and is based on

boats in SE Asia.

Manufactures of new boats are generally well tuned in

to their market and their boats tend to be more

spacious and easy to handle than their predecessors

but you pay more on initial purchase.

Rob Williams has been involved in the sailing

industry for over 30 years. A director of Yachtpro

(Thailand) and SE Asia Yacht Sales, he has direct

experience of owning and operating both new and

used yachts.
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must have boat for those that have

nearly everything.

Hanse Yachts launched the new

Fjord 48 Open at the Dusseldorf Boat Show

and jaws were dropping.

Sleek lines, huge deck area for

entertaining and luxurious interior make

this an awesome, eye-catching boat.

Sandwich laminates —Balsa above

waterline with foam core below— and

significant use of infusion moulding ensure

a very high standard of structural integrity

which is enhanced with bulkheads

laminated to hull and deck and a structural

internal grid.

The deck is surrounded by a solid

bulwark for safety and there is ample sitting

space for socializing or sunbathing forward.

Her helm position features joystick

control and additional seating.

A T-Top with an integrated Bimini

covers her seating areas that feature

retractable tables and backrests, a fully

functioning galley and a sunbed aft. There

are loads of options that include jet-tender

storage.

Below decks she has two double

cabins, with the option for an ensuite

bathroom each, with over 1.90m headroom

in the cabins, galley and owner’s bathroom.

She is powered by twin engines with

the option of a third engine. She comes with

a 4kw/5kw gen-set standard with options

for a bigger gen-set and air-conditioning.

She has a comprehensive list of

options that enable you to customize to your

personal requirements.

While not cheap, she is very

competitively priced when compared to

other boats in this market.

Welcome to the Future

A

Facts:
Length Overall: 15.00m
Waterline: 14.10m
Beam: 4.60m
Fuel Tank: approx. 2000l
Water Tank approx. 500l
Holding Tank: approx. 200l
Displacement: approx. 12 - 15t
Engines: 2 x / 3x D6 435HP / IPS 600
Cruising Speed: 26-30kn Max Speed: 33- 42kn
Design: All Seas Design

New
The

Fjord 48 Open -
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Regional

NEWS

Multihull Solutions has

kicked off the new year with the launch of an impressive

new website at www.multihullsolutions.com.au.

The company, which has become the Asia Pacific’s

leading multihull specialist, developed the new site as an

informative resource for those looking to buy, sell or

research catamarans and trimarans.

With a very modern and user-friendly design, the

website caters for multihull enthusiasts throughout its sales

network, including Australia, New Zealand and southeast

Asia. 

The site features comprehensive information

incorporating videos, images and reviews on the range of

new multihulls it represents in the region, including

Fountaine Pajot, Catana, Privilege, Fountaine Pajot Motor

Yachts, TAG Yachts and NEEL Trimarans.  

It also has a wealth of details on the huge range of

pre-owned boats for sale in its Asia Pacific Brokerage

division.

In addition, the site features information on charter

yacht investment, syndicate opportunities, marine events and

boat shows, and has an entertaining Owners section that

includes cruising stories and tips from clients who are now

enjoying their boat on the world’s oceans.

Multihull Solutions managing director Mark Elkington

said significant funds were invested in redeveloping the

website to reflect the ongoing success of the company

throughout the Asia Pacific region.

“The interest in multihulls has continued to grow over

Multihull Solutions launches expansive new website

the last couple of years, and our team is flat out handling

the rate of enquiries for new and pre-owned sales,” Mark

said.

“This website is an exciting development that will be

enormously helpful to those interesting in buying, selling,

or maintaining a multihull,” he said.

“We are very proud of the site and believe it is one

of the best multihull resources in the world.”

Multihull Solutions now has sales centres in Australia

(Mooloolaba and the Gold Coast) New Zealand (Auckland)

and Thailand (Phuket), incorporating year-round boat

shows that showcase an extensive range of new and pre-

owned multihulls both in and out of the water.

The company also has a major presence at the

leading marine events throughout the Asia Pacific, and

operates highly successful social events including the

annual Whitsunday Multihull Rendezvous.

For four consecutive years (2010-2013), Fountaine

Pajot awarded Multihull Solutions the coveted “Worldwide

Distributor of the Year” title. The award recognises

Multihull Solutions’ efforts in achieving the highest sales

of Fountaine Pajot sail and power within the company’s

international network of distributors.

Further information can be obtained by contacting

Multihull Solutions on 1300 855 338 (within Australia),

0508 MULTIS (within New Zealand) +66 8 1894 1530

(within Asia), emailing info@multihullsolutions.com.au or

visiting the new website at www.multihullsolutions.com.au.
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