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here was some
uncertainty whether

there would be a 16th
edition of the Royal 

Langkawi International
Regatta (RLIR) with sponsorship 
among the issues. However, 
things got sorted out and, in 
conjunction with the Malaysian 
Sailing Association under 
the patronage of the Royal 
Langkawi Yacht Club, the event 
kicked off on the 8th and ended 
on the 13th of January 2018.

 The fleet numbered 26 
boats (2017: 30) with the 
absence this year of the 
seven Platus that competed in 
Sportsboats Class in previous 
years. Hopefully they’ll be back 
next year, as the development 
of one design racing, especially 
youth sailing, is critical to the 
growth of sailing and regattas 
throughout the region.

On Monday, the 8th of 
January, there was registration, 
a practice race, the skippers’ 
briefing and a cocktail party.

Day 1   Tuesday   9.Jan.18

It proved a frustrating 
morning with boats heading 
out into Bass Harbour for the 
scheduled 0930 
warning signal, 
only to be sent 
back by the race 
officer, Simon 
James, to wait out 
a change in fortune 

By 1330, 
conditions had 
begun to improve 
so the boats 
returned to the 
starting area where the wind 
continued to oscillate before 
settling in from the sea. 

This allowed the RO to get in a 
short windward / leeward 
for everyone.

First off were the Racing 
Class where Tom and Kevin 
Whitcraft, the defending 
champions on their TP52, 
THA72, led the Malaysian 
Armed Forces’ dk 47, Uranus, 
and the Farr 520, Zuhal, around 
the track to take line and 
handicap honours. 
Sadly, Duncan 
Hines’ Reichel-
Pugh 66, Alive, 
suffered hydraulic 
problems and retired.

Back to defend his IRC 1 
title was Vincent Chan, on his 
Titan 36, Mata Hari KL Registry, 
who was not to have if all his 
own way among the five boats, 
with a serious challenge from 
the Beneteau First 40.7, Char 
Chan (ex-Katsu), which took the 
first race. Unfortunately, Geoff 
Masters’ Mills 41, Meraki (ex-
Ambush) missed the top mark 
and retired.

The three-boat IRC 2 Class 
comprised long-time supporter 
Niels Degenkolw’s X 3/4-ton 

Phoenix, Jeremy Camps’ Impala 
1, Old Pulteney Blue Angel,
and the J-92 RSYC, Nijinsky, 
sailed by the Rahim brothers. 
It was Phoenix that took the 
daily double.

The Multihull Class was 
indeed a mixed bunch, ranging 
from Gerhard Pils Pulse 600, 
Fetz Ma, up to Robin van 

Paridon’s 12.81m trimaran, 
Tantrum Too, with the 

Stealth 13, Allegro, and the 
Russian Lippari 41, Lady 

Anna. Tantrum Too took the 
daily honours.

The Cruising Class 
comprised the biggest fleet of 
all with 10 yachts sub-divided 
into seven in Club Cruising and 
three in Ocean Rover. The Club 
Cruising Class was particularly 
competitive with the Russians 
on Southern Breeze 3 winning 
the day ahead of Tristram 
Denyer’s Bavaria 37, Iseulta, 
with Philip Auger’s Davidson 35, 
Sophia, 3rd.

In Ocean Rover, 
Woodrow Jack 
Christensen’s Bavaria 
49, Linda, took the 
honours over A’dale 
Adham Ayahudin’s 
Oyster 55, Chantique, 
with Bernard Di Tullio’s 
Amel 64, Indulgence, 
struggling in the light 
conditions, 3rd.

That evening the 
opening ceremony, dinner and 
award presentations were held 
at the RLYC, where RLIR 2018 

organising committee chair, YM 
Tunku Soraya Dakhlah, gave a 
warm welcome . . . despite 
the deluge!

Day 2   Wednesday   10.Jan.18

In view of the unpredictable 
conditions, the RO opted to 
return to Bass Harbour for the 
second day of racing. There 
were windward / leeward and 
passage races where an 8-knot 
breeze was on offer.

In Ocean Rover, it was 
Chantique that got the better 
of Linda in both races with 
Indulgence bringing up the rear 
in both.

In Club Cruising, Southern 
Breeze 3 took the first race 
but with a change in its Time 
Correction Factor (TCF) handicap 
after the win, lost out to Chris 
Mitchell’s Naut 40, Lady Bubbly, 
in the next race.

Despite finishing 11 minutes 
behind Tantrum Too, a gutsy 
performance by Fetz Ma, saw 
it take handicap honours by 22 
seconds. Bob McIntyre’s Allegro 
finished 3rd. Tantrum Too took 
revenge in the second race of 
the day with Fetz Ma 2nd.

Two bullets for Phoenix and 
two 2nd places for The Blue 
Angel stretched their lead over 
Nijinsky, whose crew were still 
acclimatising to the boat.

Char Chan continued where 
it left off on Day 1 to take 
handicap honours in the first 
race of the day with Mata Hari 

2nd. Positions were reversed 
in the next race with Meraki 
finishing 3rd in both, having also 
taken line honours in both.

In the Racing Class, the 
hydraulic problem on Alive 
meant its keel was not able to 
cant. But, with it securely fixed 
in position and with a favourable 
adjustment to its handicap, 
the crew were at least able to 
continue, finishing with two 3rd 
places on the day.

THA72 added two further 
bullets to its tally with Uranus 
two 2nd places.

Day 3   Thursday   11.Jan.18

The scenic Around the 
Island Race is a popular, 
event provided conditions 
are favourable.

There was barely a 5-
knot oscillating northeasterly 
when the Multihull Class was 
despatched, followed in the 
next start by the rest of the 
fleet. The Racing Class soon 
left the remainder of the fleet 
in its wake, embarked on an 
even longer race than the others 
around Pulau Singa Besar, Pulau 
Beras Besar and Pulau Intan 
Besar before finishing in 
Bass Harbour. 

Meanwhile, the slower 
classes were taking a short-cut, 
having passed Pulau Puchong 
to starboard. Sailing between 
Pulau Dayang Bunting and 
Pulau Singa Besar, they were 

expected to pass through Gate 
2, before entering Bass Harbour.

A wind shift and 
strengthening breeze to 9 knots 
helped the tail-enders, but the 
arrival of rain soon dispelled the 
enjoyment resulting in the race 
being shortened at Gate 2.

At times, barely making 
progress, Chantique, with 
several of the traditional crew 
of Eveline on board, claimed 
the honours in Ocean Rover, 
once again ahead of Linda and 
Indulgence.

Sophia got 
off to a great 
start in Club 
Cruising but 
Yasuto Fuda’s 
Yamaha 31, 
Fortissimo X, 
got the better of 
it on handicap.

The light conditions 
ultimately favoured Fitz Ma in 
the Multihull Class, which again 
snatched handicap honours 
from Tantrum Too.

An improved performance 
on Nijinsky as the Rahim 
brothers and crew came to 
terms with their asymmetrical 
kite, saw them finish in 2nd in 
IRC 2 having taken line-honours 
but losing out on handicap again 
to Phoenix, with less than four 
minutes separating the three 
boats on handicap.

In IRC 1, Meraki again 
took line honours and 3rd on 

handicap losing out to Mata Hari 
and Char Chan. Max Polleschi’s 
Farr 40, Prime Factor, and 
John Kara’s Beneteau First 45, 
Insanity, bringing up the rear.

It took Alive just over five 
hours to make it back to the 
finishing gate in Bass Harbour 
and claim line honours by which 
time the other classes were 
already enjoying the offerings 
at Charlie’s Bar & Grill. On 
this occasion, Uranus claimed 
handicap honours by just 23 

seconds, spoiling THA72’s run 
of victories. Zuhal finished 3rd.

A combined prize-giving 
was held for Day 2 and Day 3’s 
awards at Charlie’s Bar & Grill.

Day 4   Friday   12.Jan.18

Despite being a bright 
morning there was barely 1-2 
knots around the coastal and 
harbour areas monitored by the 
RO, forcing him to raise the AP 
flag and keep the fleet ashore.

It was not until around 1300 
that the fleet headed out to 
the start area for either a short 

T
windward / leeward or passage 
race, in Kuah Harbour, adjacent 
to the RLYC, in a 5-knot breeze.

In the passage race, it was 
Linda that came out on top 
in Ocean Rover Class with 
Indulgence finally improving to 
take 2nd place.

In the Club Class, Lady 
Bubbly was unable to repeat 
its normal winning ways and, 
having got caught in a wind 
shadow, brought up the rear of 
the seven-boat fleet. Continuing 
its challenge for top honours, 

Fortissimo X took 
line and handicap 
honours ahead of 
Rama Menon’s 
VG Offshore 
which scored 2nd.

Fetz Ma 
continued to 
outperform its 
bigger rivals in the 
Multihull Class 

by not only taking handicap 
honours but also line honours by 
36 seconds over Tantrum Too.

Phoenix made it five 
bullets in a row to take a 
commanding lead in IRC 2. The 
Blue Angel slotted into 2nd on 
handicap, beating Nijinsky by 
just two seconds.

In IRC 1, Meraki continued 
its domination of line honours 
with Char Chan 2nd across the 
line, leading Mata Hari by two 
seconds. It was, however, Mata 
Hari that had the last laugh by 
winning on handicap.

                    — continued overleaf

RegattaLangkawiIRC 1 action — Alive crosses behind THA72 in Bass Harbour

Insanity

Mata Hari passes the mark



56 Number 294 / FRAGRANT HARBOUR

Continued from previous page —

In Racing Class, Alive 
managed to hang on to 2nd 
place on handicap but again 
played second fiddle to THA72.

Day 5   Saturday   13.Jan.18

For the final day, in the hope 
of more breeze, the RO opted 
for the coastal courses instead 
of Bass Harbour. After a short 
delay the AP flag was lowered 
at 0949, allowing the Racers 
to get away on the first of two 
windward / leewards 

with the other classes following 
in sequence.

In Ocean Rover, Linda 
retired after the first 
race with a torn 
headsail allowing 
Chantique to finish 
with two bullets and take the 
overall series.

In Club Class, Iseulta 
finished strongly with a 2nd 
and 1st as did Southern Breeze 
3 with a 1st and 3rd. Despite 
losing its main on the beat to 
the last mark, and relying solely 

on its kite for the 
final downwind leg, 
this was enough for 
Southern Breeze 3 
to secure the overall 
title. Fortissimo X 
tied with Iseulta on 
17 points, but with 
two bullets slotted 
into 2nd overall.

Two bullets for 
Tantrum Too tied it 
with Fetz Ma for the 
overall title but, with 
three as opposed to 
two bullets, Tantrum 

Too claimed the overall Multihull 
Challenge Trophy.

Phoenix in IRC 2 had 
already done enough to secure 

the series but consolidated 
its victory with two 
further bullets to remain 

undefeated and retain the IRC 2 
Challenge Trophy. 

In IRC 1, it all came down 
to the last two races with Char 
Chan winning Race 6, Mata 
Hari 2nd. Then, in the final race 
Meraki finally took the honours 
with Mata Hari 2nd and Char 
Chan 3rd. After 
discarding their 
worst scores, they 
were both on nine 
points with Mata 
Hari taking the 
overall title and the 
LADA-IRC Challenge 
Trophy by beating 
Char Chan by one 
second in the 
last race.

THA72 having 
already wrapped up 
the series on the 
penultimate day 

again added two further bullets 
to defend The Prime Minister’s 
Challenge Trophy with Uranus 
2nd, Alive 3rd and Zuhal 4th. 

The concluding awards party 
and dinner brought closure 
to the 16th Royal Langkawi 
International Regatta where the 
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship 
award in memory of the late 
RLYC commodore and founder 
of the RLIR was awarded to 
Mata Hari. With the music 
cranked up, the celebrations 
continued well into the night.


