
12    multihullworld   multihullworld    13

W hy do I find RLIR different 
from the others apart from 
the price? It is operated 

out of Royal Langkawi Yacht Club 
Marina with hot and cold running 
water (shower block), power and 
water on the marina, restaurant with 
club bar and free marina berthing for 
a number of days before and after 
the regatta – and not a problem for 
multihulls ... 

Out on the water, RLIR offers a 
variety of locations for courses to 
be set up: in harbour, offshore and 
around the islands (two varieties of 
round the islands). Inventive and 
adventurous race management 
this year made the most of all of 
the options to provide five days of 
incredibly varied courses. 

After competing or being involved as media in 
al l  13 Royal Langkawi International Regattas, 
to me this regatta wins hands down as my 
favourite;  I  have competed a number of 
t imes in the Kings Cup Regatta in Phuket and 
haven’t raced in that regatta through choice 
for some f ive years. I  have just done my last 
Bay Regatta this year with that decision 
partly based on the weather condit ion during 
that t ime of year i .e.  lack of wind. This year I 
have also decided to skip Mult ihul l  Solutions 
Regatta of which I  have competed in al l  and 
Phuket Raceweek Regatta of which I  have 
competed in al l  12.  That wil l  effectively leave 
RLIR the sole regatta left  that I  wi l l  attend 
plus of course the Ao Chalong Yacht Club 

series of club races in Chalong.

more for 
less Comparison for a skipper and 

four crew based on 2014 / 2015 
entry fees * rounded off

All are early bird special rates

RLIR five days of racing and four 
parties AU$495 /  

average per race $99

Multihull Solutions Regatta three 
days racing – no official parties     

AU$380 / average $127

Phuket Raceweek four days 
of racing – four parties                              

AU$1,147 /  average $286

Phuket Kings Cup  
five days of racing – six parties                              

AU$1,590 / average $318

Bay Regatta four days 
of racing – five parties                                 

AU$1,295 / average $323

RoyAL LAngKAwI InteRnAtIonAL RegAttA

By BoB Mott
PhotoS : LAngKAwI RegAttA, 
SCott MURRAy, BoB Mott, 
gRenvILLe FoRdhAM
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What also makes a difference for 
Phuket-based boats is that it’s 
down there! Although Phuket 
participant numbers have been 
dwindling, the competitors sailing 
down from Phuket are realising it is 
a good chance to do some cruising 
both ways and make it a holiday, 
come regatta all in one. You can 
easily do three or four hops on 
the way down and back, doing a 
different route each way due to the 
diversity of islands between Phuket 
and Langkawi. 

start with the first days racing in 
Kuah Harbour where the conditions 
are relatively flat no matter how 
much the wind gets up. Multihull 
racing class comprised of a small 
fleet with two of the cats from 
Phuket, Image Asia Niña built by 
Composite Catamarans Phuket and 
Galeforce built by Asia Catamarans 
Phuket, one from Langkawi a St 
Francis 43 built in South Africa and 
one travelling through the region 
on a world trip, 2FastForYou a Tim 
Mumby cat designed and built by 
Tim in Carmen on Cebu Island, 
Philippines. 

The group was very much the 
League of Nations with Niña carrying 
Australia, British, Swiss, Thai and 
German crew. Galeforce a full 
complement of Russian crew and 
2Fast4You German and Philippines 
crew and last but not least Umineko 
with a compliment of Japanese crew. 

Competing for the Malaysian Multihull 
Challenge Cup the smallest cat in 
the fleet Grenville Fordham’s and 
Bob Mott’s 11.6m Image Asia Niña 
was out sized by Herman Schwarz’s 
Mumby 48 2Fast4You and Motoyuki 
Sato’s St. Francis 43 Umineko. 
On paper, the Russian’s on Kirill 
Stashevskiy’s Stealth 13 Galeforce 
should have had a performance edge

As it turned out only three 
of the catamarans were 
competitive with Umineko 
heavily laden with cruising 
gear from its two year 
circumnavigation that ended 
in Langkawi in 2014 being 
too heavy to put up a decent 
challenge. They even had 
plants growing in the cockpit.
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with. Out of the three competitive 
cats Niña came to the fore with 
consistency at the starts being 99% 
of the time on the horn as well as 
being economical around the course. 
Galeforce had a habit of being late 
for the starts and over shooting 
rum lines throughout the regatta. 
2Fast4You the alloy Tim Mumby 
continued to impress by sneaking 
up on the back of Niña giving her a 
hard time more often than not. When 
you consider 2Fast4Us was virtually 
sailed by one person, the German 
owner, with a little bit of help from     
his 30 or so kilo Filipino girlfriend, 

Map of Phuket to Langkawi.
Chart courtesy Southeast 
Asia Pilot -  
www.southeastasiapilot.com

it was quite a feat! A powerful 48ft 
8,000kg+ alloy fast cruiser giving 
diminutive Niña a 38ft 4,500kg 
composite cat a bloody hard time. 
Galeforce spent most of the time out 
tacking with fairies doing strange 
manoeuvres unrelated to the course. 

The Performance Handicap formula 
regurgitated the results and made for 
some tight results in some cases no 
more than two minutes between first 
and third and in some cases down 
the 12 seconds between first and 
second. You couldn’t relax or make 
any mistakes and expect to win. Niña 

Above: bob’s sailing kit knee guards, 
knee braces, zinc sun protection, 
burke sailing gloves.
right: 2Fast4You and galeforce our 
competition.

This year my partner – in Niña – 
stretched a five-day regatta to 10 
days; next year, we’ve promised 
ourselves that we’ll turn it into a 
two-week adventure. I opted to fly 
down this year due to a pair of very 
insecure knees but next year I will 
join Niña for the run down and back. 
There is enough of a gap to get over 
Christmas and New Year’s festivities 
and be ready for the sail down. 

On to the actual event. Once again 
being blessed with goods winds this 
year the event kicked off to a brisk 

2Fast4You

With the introduction of a 
Performance Handicap the remaining 
three had an equal chance of winning 
and each had to sail consistently to 
be in the running. Over the five days 
of racing the division clocked up 11 
races with one being determined not 
valid by the committee once they 
check the auto tracking devices that 
were fitted to all the cats to find that 
all had missed a mark and some had 
missed more than one on a confusing 
course on day number two.

Each day brought its own set of 
dramas and courses to contend 
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started on 0.733 ended on 0.804. 
2Fast4You 0.746 / 0.818. Galeforce 
0.842 / 0.866. Umineko 0.726 / 
0.621.

Day one
With a 15-20kt north easterly, 
gusting to 25, blasting down Bass 
Harbour the crews had their hands 
full. As the four multihulls came to 
grips with the weather conditions, 
mixed results were produced. Niña 
seized the opportunity in the first 
race with a win ahead of a powered 
up 2Fast4You, it lived up to its 
namesake in the second race by 
winning and now sits on top of the 
table. Galeforce slotted into second 
place in race two holding down third 
place overall, which relegated Niña 
to second overall in the standings

Day Two
The wind whistled all night past 
my sixth floor hotel window and by 
morning a lumpy sea had built up 

on the outside coastal course area, 
setting the stage for an interesting 
day of racing. Before the scheduled 
start time, a Platu 25 footer snapped 
it’s mast off below the first spreader.

Niña was the only multihull on the 
start line when the horn sounded and 
held the lead throughout the race, 
to claim the daily double with line 
honours and a handicap win, and 
in doing so, elevated themselves to 
the top of the multihull leader board. 
Second place for 2Fast4You, leaves 
them tied on points with Niña but 
in second overall. Some confusion 
about rounding the marks correctly 
on the second race and a retirement 
and Did Not Start has resulted in 
the race being cancelled. Galeforce 
continues to hold down third overall 
with Umineko not contending.

Day Three
Today was a round the islands race 
with the racing cats joining IRC’s top 
divisions and doing the long course. 
Again lots of wind throughout the 
whole course especially the return 
leg to windward. Niña was close 
hauled to windward in the lower 
Bass Harbour channel and hit by a 

gust of over 30kts which lifted the 
windward hull some 2m or more out 
of the water. Grenville at the helm 
dealt with a ‘bowel motion moment’ 
dumping the main and rounded 
Niña up to place her windward hull 
safely back in the water. We did an 
involuntary tack, back winded the 
headsail as a result. I was on the low 
side and it was the highest I have 
ever seen Niña out of the water.

Although Galeforce claimed the 
Multihull Class line honours, Niña 
corrected out in first place and 
extended their overall lead. Third 
place for 2Fast4You, keeps them in 
second overall, in front of Galeforce 
in third

Day four
Strong wind conditions continued 
with the north east monsoon with 
three races for multihulls on the 
fourth day.

All three multihulls scored a win and 
after juggling of places they all score 
six points, keeping Niña on top of 
the scoreboard with a two point lead 
over 2Fast4You, and Galeforce a 
further two points adrift in third and 
all to play for tomorrow

Day five
 Although the north easterly eased 
off to 10-15kts, the race committee 
took the opportunity to complete the 
10 race schedule for the multihull 
class. Bass Harbour turned on top 
conditions for three round the buoys 
races to finish up in spectacular 
style.

Galeforce reached in at speed 
and brutally forced Niña on to the 
windward pin mark but cutting 

her off one boat length to 
the mark inclusive of taking 
all  Niña’s wind. Niña became 
the windward mark for the 
fleet until she managed to get 
herself loose of the tangle with 
the buoy. A protest flag was 
flown due to the indiscretion of 
Galeforce but later withdrawn 

as  Niña had won the regatta and 
the protest was of no consequence 
and a waste of time pursuing. So 
Galeforce’s skipper was off the hook 
and none the wiser as far as knowing 
the rules he had broken. 

Although Image Asia Niña was 
hooked up the top mark on the first 
race and forced to retire on the first 
race, she rebounded with two more 
firsts on the day and secured the 
Malaysian Multihull Challenge Cup in 

fine style, with Galeforce in second 
and 2Fast4You in third

Niña co-skipper Bob Mott (on behalf 
of the Niña crew) was awarded the 
Tunku Abdullah Sportsmanship 
Award, voted by all the participants 
for competitiveness, fair racing and 
comradeship, on water and land. 
Have a look at the crew photos 
as it was more to do with the Zinc 
war paint than anything else – 
compliments of an Aussie company 
www.sunzapper.com.au 

Map of Langkawi island.
Chart courtesy of Southeast Asia Pilot
www.southeastasiapilot.com

toP: Nina racing upwind.
Above L-r: bob in zinc, sign at restaurant, 
Action on Nina’s foredeck.
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Parties as usual had free flow wine, 
spirits, beer, soft drinks and excellent 
buffets including roasted lamb off 
the bone. Three parties were on site 
with one at the Westin Langkawi 
Resort and Spa which was a stand 
up cocktail party with light snacks. 
The parties, were well organised, and 
the standards included a reserved-
seat system for the final night. Per 
the normal schedule we had one 
free night to check out the local 
restaurants.

Back at our accommodation at the 
City Bayview Hotel (provider for 
the regatta of reduced rate rooms 
approximate AU$85 a night for two 
including breakfast)) choices for 
breakfasts were diverse and there 
was a curious sign for people who 
over filled their plates and wasted 
food with a fine of 10 Ringgit 
(AU$3.50) for each 100grams wasted. 

Many of the competitors stayed at 
the Bayview as well as all the invited 
media. It was amusing to see the mix 
at breakfast with racers, cruisers, 
media and locals in traditional dress 
including the odd Burka! Langkawi 
is a very mixed culture with Malay, 
Indian and Chinese with all seeming 
to mix effortlessly.

Summary
More for less is how I would sum it 
up. The only variable in the package 
is the weather and so far these last 
few years the wind gods have been 
kind to Langkawi Regatta so great 
winds to sail in on the way down 
from Phuket, during the regatta 

and on the sail back. The team at 
Langkawi Regatta led by Wicky 
Sundram listen to the participants 
and are willing were possible to make 
changes. It’s a progressive regatta 
being tweaked up each year for the 
benefit of the participants

Good wind produces good racing 
and keeps the participants happy 
and that rubs off on the officials and 
volunteers. Having a marina to run 
the racing from also makes it special 
and to top it all off the spectacular 
scenery and duty-free island 
paradise. Mark down in your sailing 
diary January 11-16, 2016 for the 
14th running of the regatta. By the 
time the 2016 RLIR comes around 
there will be a new club house and 
shorefront development along with 
an expanded marina and added 
breakwaters. 

For information visit  
www.langkawiregatta.com or email 
Bob at info@chartercatamaran.com 
for charters, help and advice. Be great 
to see more Aussies up at this event 
and a larger multihull contingent.  
we need your support.

Above: Fireworks final party.
Above LeFt: bob collects 
Sportsmanship award for Nina crew.
Above right: Nina crew collecting 
the Multihull Challenge trophy.


